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Waterville Region welcomes Joe Collie as Chamber Director

Mardia Morris
morris.marcia@gmail.com

WATERVILLE VAL-
LEY—Radio fans will rec-
ognize the name, and cer-
tainly the distinctive voice,
of the new Executive Di-
rector of the Waterville
Valley Region Chamber of
Commerce (WVRCC), but
his is still a fresh face on
the local business scene.

After a highly successful
15-year career in local
broadcasting, Joe Collie is
making the transition to

: MaRaA MoRRIS

Joe Collie begins his new role as Executive Director of the Waterville Region Chamber of Commerce.

his new role at the Chamber,
and is wasting no time dig-
ging in to move forward on a
number of important proj-
ects. Butthat is no surprise.

Collie has been recognized
as a “mover and a shaker”
for many years. In addition
to being named one of the

“40 Under 40” making a dif-
ference in New Hampshire
by the Union Leader and
Business and Industry Asso-
ciation, he has earned no
less than 26 broadcasting
awards from the Associa-
tion of Broadcasters and the
Associated Press for news

and sports coverage during
his radio days. He has al-
ready reached out to estab-
lish partnership relation-
ships with his former col-
leagues at WLNH, The River,
105.7, and the Planet (in Ply-
mouth) to expand on-air ad-

SEE COLLIE PAGE A9

]
Collie

FROM PAGE A1

vertising and marketing
opportunities  for the
Chamber.

In addition, his deep in-
volvement with the Laco-
nia Kiwannis Club, where
he served as President for
two years, has broadened
his commitment to commu-
nity service.

Collie says he has been
very fortunate in his ca-
reer, and hopes his success
during his broadcasting
will carry over into his du-
ties at the Chamber. His
“people skills,” communi-
cation skills, and a special
affinity for online and In-
ternet marketing are sure
to serve him well in his new
role.

The self proclaimed
“Facebook addict” says he
is eager to reinvigorate the
Chamber’s Facebook page
and continue to expand the
Chamber’s utilization of its
Web site. He has hit the

ground running, immedi-
ately sending out informa-
tive and timely e-mail
alerts to Chamber mem-
bers about upcoming
events and happenings in
the Waterville region.

Collie is very excited
about his new job.

“T've inherited a great sit-
uation here, not only be-
cause of the great work that
(former Executive Direc-
tor) Chris Bolan has done
inthis position over the last
12 years, but also because
there is so much excite-
ment in the area with the
new owners up at the
Mountain (The Sununu
family at Waterville Val-
ley),” said Collie. “Also, we
have a great Visitor’s Infor-
mation Center (VIC). Some
chambers do great work in
the local business commu-
nity, but don’t necessarily
have the benefit of a VIC
like this one. Ttis a tremen-
dous asset. It is very con-
venient, right off the high-
way. It is the arrival point
for Waterville Valley. Itisa

moting the Chamber’s
Hometown  Guidebook,
which will be published in
March. The deadline is ap-
proaching for inclusion in
the Guidebook, which fea-
tures a director of local
businesses and informa-
tion on local services and
attractions. The chamber
expects to publish 12,000
copies of the guidebook
and direct mail them to
more than 5,000 residents
and businesses in the re-
gion, as well as distribute
them at many public loca-
tions.

In addition to all these ac-
tivities, Collie says he will
also work to serve as an ac-
curate and objective “vehi-
cle of information” for
chamber members about
the controversial Northern
Pass project, for electrical
transmission lines coming
through the area. He is also
organizing a contingent of
local business community
members planning to at-
tend “Small Business Day”
at the New Hampshire

hub and a gateway to the
White Mountains, and so
many people stop off here
for information about local
attractions and amenities.”

Collie says his biggest
surprise in the job is just
exactly how busy the Visi-
tor Information Center has
been since he started in De-
cember. He has been told
that an estimated 60,000 vis-
itors stop off at the Center
in the course of a calendar
year; from locals and sea-
sonal residents wanting
Fish and Game licenses and
snowmobile registrations
to travelers needing to find
a restroom, the VIC is a
very busy place.

Collie says that given the
amount of traffic coming
through, the benefit of be-
ing able to advertise your
local business at the Center
is one of the greatest ad-
vantages of being a Cham-
ber member.

“Membership has its ad-
vantages,” says Collie,
clearly already a seasoned
sales person. But managing

State House on Feb. 1 in
Concord.

As if that were not
enough to keep him busy,
the ambitious, up and com-
ing professional business
leader and his wife are ex-
pecting their third child in
a couple of weeks.

Oh, and by the way, you
can still catch him on air
from time to time on 95.7,
WZID, out of Manchester
(usually on the weekends).

Collie says he hopes folks
will stop by the Visitor In-
formation Center to say
hello, and he looks forward
to meeting everyone over
the course of the next few
months.

More information on the
Waterville Regional Cham-
ber of Commerce can be
found online at www.water-
villevalleyregion.com or by
calling the Visitor’s Infor-
mation Center at 726-3804,
or by stopping off at the
VIC, located at 12 Vintinner
Rd., just off 1-93 and Route
49 in Campton.

the Visitors Center, open
during the winter from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday
through Monday, and all
week during the Massachu-
setts and New Hampshire
vacation weeks in Febru-
ary, is only one of his im-
portant responsibilities.
Heisalready hard at work
on the upcoming B.A.S.H.
(Business After Scheduled
Hours), to take place on
Feb. 3 at the Common Man
Inn and Spa in Plymouth.
The event will be a great op-
portunity for locals to meet
Collie (if they haven't al-
ready) and network with
their colleagues from
around the region. There
will be a drawing for the
“Supercash Raffle,” a limit-
ed number of tickets avail-
able at the WVRCC Visi-
tor’s Info Center, and a host
of door prizes, as well.
‘When not in the Visitor’s
Center, Collie has been on
the road, visiting Chamber
members in Campton,
Thornton, Plymouth and
Waterville Valley and pro-



