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OBJECTS OF KIWANIS
To give primacy to the human and spiritual rather
than to the material values of life.
To encourage the daily living of the Golden Rule in all
human relationships.
To promote the adoption and the application of
higher social, business, and professional standards.
To develop, by precept and example, a more
intelligent, aggressive, and serviceable citizenship.
To provide, through Kiwanis clubs, a practical means
to form enduring friendships, to render altruistic
service, and to build better communities.
To cooperate in creating and maintaining that sound
public opinion and high idealism which make
possible the increase of righteousness, justice,
patriotism, and goodwill.
The six permanent Objects of Kiwanis International
were approved by Kiwanis club delegates at the 1924
Convention in Denver, Colorado. Through the
succeeding decades, they have remained unchanged.
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Denis Murphy
Kiwanis District Governor
Email: Governor@NewEnglandKiwanis.org
This is the reason that I have advocated for having
Tri-K Board Meetings.
New York, Indiana, and
Ohio are a few of the Districts in Kiwanis which
are already having joint Board Meetings. We need
all Kiwanians to support in getting Key Clubs,
Circle K, and Kiwanis in the same room together.
To plan and have such meetings, would result in
better communications between all the members of
the Kiwanis Family! We could generate and
perhaps have more significant service projects in
the communities in which we all serve when we
brainstorm together.

As Kiwanians we need to be more engaged
especially with our CKI'ers and the Key Club
members. When I was a professional scouter
with the Boy Scouts of America, the National
Council told us that you could not have scout
leaders without scouts. That you need cub
scouts to grow into Scouts (formally called Boy
Scouts), later becoming Venturing and finally
Scout Leaders. The same holds true in Kiwanis.
You need builders' clubs to move into Key
Clubs; you need Key Clubs to move onto Circle
K; and you need Circle K'ers to join Kiwanis!
How many of you know which Key Clubs or
CKIs are in your area? Do you know who the
Lt. Governor(s) or Club Presidents are? Who
is the District Governor of Key Club or Circle K?
Like most Kiwanians, myself included, I cannot
always answer those questions 100 % of the
time. I believe a possible solution to this might
be, we need to be more engaged with our SLP’s
(Service Leadership Programs). So, what can
we do? This might be accomplished with
having joint fundraisers, service projects, and
board meetings. Let us begin with having more
quality engagement between all the SLP's and
Kiwanis. How about Club Building. This is
where Key Clubbers and Circle K’ers can tell
their story to prospective Kiwanians about
their SLP and how Kiwanis has had an impact
on their life.

I am not going to mention names. However, when
this CKI member joined our club meetings, not
only does this person engage our club members,
but they also teach us. I do not necessarily
understand the younger generation completely, as
did neither my parent's generation understood me.
I used terms like groovy (which referred to the
grooves in a favorite record), far out, peace out,
and a host of other words that I have since
forgotten. So please let us reach out to all of our
SLP clubs, not to change minds, but to foster a
better understanding and communication within
the Kiwanis Family.
There are several areas on the district level where
we have already had shared accomplishments and
can work to continue engaging our SLP members
across New England, such as with the Education
Committee. This Committee has been a shining
star in the NEBD Kiwanis Community. Perhaps we
can have Circle K and Key Clubs do a session for
and with us Kiwanians.
In addition, we have a new committee on Social
Change. This Committee spearheaded by Past
Governor Elyse and District Editor Karl has been,
to some, difficult to fully understand. However, to
grow, we all must try to understand each other
and at the very least accept our differences. I have
been married now for 47 years, and I know that
Ann and myself do not always agree.
So, we
embrace our differences in order to grow as a
couple. That is what Kiwanis is, a marriage of
varied backgrounds and beliefs that help one child
and one community at a time. – Governor Denis
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John
Falconer
Immediate Past District Governor
Email: JohnFalconer@NewEnglandKiwanis.org
I am aware that many clubs have had to
postpone events that raise funds that are
needed to do our Kiwanis work. Perhaps
your clubs can create new fund raising
projects that will involve more community
members to help bring about the healing we
all so desperately need. Do not be
apprehensive to seek out grants from your
state or other organizations in your area.
This is a community issue and it needs to be
Hello fellow Kiwanians! I hope that you are all
well as we look forward to spring. As I write
this article, we are witnessing many more people
being able to obtain their vaccination against
this terrible virus. Over the course of the last
year all of us have had to make major
adjustments in our lives, our interactions with
members of our communities, and our Kiwanis
families.
As we turn the corner in our fight against Covid
19, it is very important that we bring our
Kiwanis clubs back to full life. Our communities
and children need us now more than ever. It is
important that we follow the guidelines
established by our state and local governments
so that we can recover from the pandemic.
The children in our communities have been
affected by this pandemic probably more than
any other group. Many children have been out of
school for various lengths of time and certainly
they have not been able to socialize with their
friends. We need to stand ready to offer services
and perhaps funds to assist local agencies as
they support our children. Many experts are
stating that the real effects of this crisis may
not be known for some time to come. It is very
important that we remain vigilant in our efforts
to help our young people.

tackled by the collective group. Kiwanis
clubs can and should spearhead these efforts
whenever possible. Taking these steps will
ensure a more visible presentation of your
clubs efforts which will garner more impact.
Please make sure your club takes part in all
the membership incentive programs that are
currently in place. Governor Denis and his
team, along with Governor Elect Gayla are all
working extremely hard to grow our
membership and increase our presence
throughout the District.
In closing, I would ask everyone to stay
healthy, continue your efforts on behalf of
Kiwanis; and know that we will come out of
this situation stronger. Tenacity and
hardworking Kiwanis members will help
ensure a better tomorrow for our children.
Never forget the slogan -- “FUN, FAMILY,
FELLOWSHIP.”
Thank You,
Immediate Past Governor John
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George Delisle
Kiwanis International Trustee
Westfield, Massachusetts
The board felt that it would be unfair to
try to hold a normal convention and the
attendant elections when a convention
would likely be limited to U.S. delegates
only.
Managing change and chaos is part of what
any good leadership team does. The COVID19 pandemic has caused enough chaos to last
most of us a lifetime. Your Kiwanis
International Board and staff have been
working to manage the situation, get us
through the pandemic, and prepare to emerge
in a strong position on the other side.
The KI board met earlier in February to take
several actions related to the pandemic
situation. The board voted to declare a state
of emergency through Sept. 30, the end of
the Kiwanis year. In accordance to that
declaration, the board determined that
holding an international convention in 2021 is
not possible. This means that new
international officers will be elected not by a
convention House of Delegates, but by the
Kiwanis International Council.
The International Council is made up of the
current Kiwanis International officers and
board members, the current governors of the
various Kiwanis districts, and the past
international presidents. This is the same
body that elected a new international vice
president and three new directors last year.

Details are available regarding the new
format for this summers convention and
can be found by Clicking Here.
I am personally disappointed that
elections will be held by the Council for
the second straight year. As a candidate
for vice-president, I would much prefer
that the decision be made by a full House
of Delegates. However, safety and
fairness required the decision. I still need
the support of all the members of our
great New England and Bermuda District,
and I will continue campaigning,
although with a somewhat different
emphasis.
Kiwanis International remains strong and
vibrant. We are financially sound and,
despite everything, adding clubs and
members. We’re doing important and
meaningful service around the world and
preparing for an explosion of growth
once the pandemic is behind us. In the
meantime, stay strong, stay together,
and remember always that kids really do
need Kiwanis!
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Hello Kiwanis Friends,
What a busy few months we have had! I love that I can
visit with my Kiwanis family every Wednesday night by
logging into the district’s free Virtual Workshop Series!
The education sessions that Leadership Development
Coordinator Brian Cofrancesco and the education
committee have been organizing are top-notch! We are so
lucky to be able to learn so much from each other and the
presenters.
Even though most of our clubs have been unable to meet
face-to-face due to the pandemic, we are still able to
engage in service projects, fundraisers, and social events.
Many clubs are using virtual platforms or social distancing
measures to get this done. We appreciate all of the efforts
that clubs put in to make positive changes in their
communities. If you have events that you would like
Governor Denis, myself, or other members of the district
board to attend, please reach!
We have had a number of members lately who have been
recognized for their community efforts. This highlights the
true grit and dedication of our membership and of our
Kiwanis Family.

Gayla Bartlett
Message from the Governor-Elect
Email: GovernorElect@NewEnglandKiwanis.org

Speaking of our Kiwanis Family, I was humbled to be
asked to attend the Circle K District Convention with
Governor Denis. Spending the weekend with these very
talented and dedicated students was heartwarming. As a
leader of the district, I could not be prouder to have these
students as the future of Kiwanis and our world! We had
a fun time at their safari-themed virtual conference
learning about their projects and leadership. The support
team and advisors for both Circle K and Key Club are
powerful. These students have the opportunity to learn
about service and fellowship from some of our finest
Kiwanis members. If you have any interest in helping any
of our SLPs or chartering new clubs in your community, I
am sure they would welcome you with open arms.
As we move forward, we are getting closer to seeing our
Kiwanis friends again! Please continue to spread the word
of Kiwanis and continue to grow your club. Kiwanis is the
best-kept secret; there are so many people in our
communities doing service but are not aware of Kiwanis.
Imagine how happy they would be to find out about our
organization and those we help.
With Lieutenant Governor caucuses coming up, I would
encourage anyone interested in serving the district to run
for a position. We have so many talented club members
that would make great Lieutenant Governors, District
Chairs, and District Officers. Continuing to strengthen our
leadership team with new ideas and voices is crucial to our
success and continued growth. Please feel free to reach
out to me or anyone on the district board if you are
interested in learning more about these leadership
opportunities.

February 26, 2021
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The Kiwanis International Board of Trustees
declared that emergency conditions will exist
through September 30, 2021, because of the
COVID-19 pandemic. This resulted in several
other important decisions:
The board determined that it would be impossible
and impractical to hold a safe, accessible
convention for its international membership due
to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Because of
this, 2021 board elections will be conducted by
the Kiwanis International Council to guarantee
global representation prescribed under the
bylaws and current pandemic restrictions.
The board determined that an education
conference will be offered for in-person and
virtual audiences. In-person participation will be
limited and will follow all local health guidelines.

Steve Hill
District Secretary
Email: Secretary@NewEnglandKiwanis.org

As was allowed last year, the board determined
that districts may conduct 2021 convention
business virtually using a house of delegates,
council or other entity allowed in its bylaws.
Additionally, the Kiwanis International Board
decided to relocate the 2022 Kiwanis
International Convention from Manila, Philippines,
to a to-be-determined location.
The board made the decision after reviewing
global health forecasts from the World Health
Organization and reiterated its desire to hold a
convention in Manila as soon as possible.
Further information about the schedule,
registration and events to occur during the
Kiwanis Education Conference can be found
HERE.
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The COVID-19 Dues Assistance Grant Program is back!
The COVID-19 pandemic continues to have an enormous effect on
individuals and families around the world. The New England and Bermuda
District recognizes that members may be facing several challenges related
to the pandemic, including but not limited to: financial hardship, health
complications, changes in work status, and childcare changes.
Our district values our members and the positive impact on the
communities in which they live. We would like to support you through a
special one-time COVID-19 Dues Assistance Grant Program. The application
will be reviewed on a rolling basis until 9/30/2021.
If you or a member of your club are experiencing financial hardship that
would inhibit continuing your Kiwanis membership for the 2020-2021
Kiwanis year, we encourage you to submit an application to apply for a
one-time partial or full dues grant.
Click here for more information and to apply

David
Peterson
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President of the Kiwanis
Foundation of New England
Email: president@kfne.org

Hello Fellow Kiwanians2021 is an extra-special year when it comes to
our Foundation and our partnership with the
Kiwanis Pediatric Trauma Institute (KPTI)at
Tuft’s Children’s Hospital in Boston. This is our
40th Anniversary! As stated on the Tufts
website, “We have worked together since 1981
providing
the
highest
level
of
expertise
available to treat the most seriously injured
children
at
our
Pediatric
Emergency
Department. KPTI is the first Pediatric Trauma
Center in the world to provide medical care for
injured children, medical research on Pediatric
Trauma, and injury prevention programs for
children and families. Our Community Safety
Programs reach more than 33,000 children and
their families in New England alone.”
This all began thanks to the efforts of Kiwanian
Dr. Harold “Hap” Gerrish who presented the
idea of a center of medical treatment, research,
and safety outreach programs to the hospitaland the rest is now history! Thanks to the
generosity of Kiwanians, Circle K members and
Key Club members forty years ago and today,
our commitment to keeping children safe is still
going strong!
Over the years, we have been very fortunate to
get to know so many of the professionals at
KPTI. One of the most important positions is the
KPTI Program Specialist. We just got word that
Mirani Bhagat has recently started at the
hospital in this position. Born in Boston, Mirani
has a fascinating history of living and working
with children from all over the world including
India, Thailand, and Singapore. We welcome
Mirani to KPTI and we look forward to meeting
her
at
one
of
our
upcoming
Kiwanis
conferences!

The funding for the programs at KPTI comes
from donations for Red Jackets and Crest
Upgrades so please consider a donation either
individually and/or as a club. Special thanks go
to those who have purchased Red Jackets and
ordered Crest Upgrades so far this year! In
addition, we thank everyone who has purchased
a Sustaining Member Pin (min. $50 contribution).
Lastly, our Annual Club Gift Letter will be sent
soon to Club Officers. We hope that your
Kiwanis Club will participate in our Annual Gift
Campaign as well. All of the information about
Red Jackets, Crest Upgrades and Sustaining
Member Pins is available on our website,
www.kfne.org. If you were thinking of perhaps
presenting
a
Red
Jacket
at
our
annual
Convention, now would be a great time to
consider placing an order via our website!
By the time you read this, we will have a new
product available for purchase. As you can see,
we have a laser-engraved Kiwanis Foundation of
New England Pen and Case available. This will
make a great gift for any Kiwanian or perhaps
for a guest speaker! Each pen costs only $25.
Once again, these can be ordered on our website
and mailed directly to you!
Finally, a reminder that our Foundation is
looking to give back to Kiwanis Clubs through
our Grant Program. If your club is planning a
Service project new to your club, then complete
the form on our website. Grants of up to $1000
are being offered to Kiwanis Clubs!
As always, if you have any questions, feel free to
reach out to me at Davidap33@yahoo.com. Thank
you for reading and thank you for your support
of our New England Foundation!
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Kiwanis Pediatric
Trauma Institute
KPTI Program Specialist: Mirani Bhagat
Email: mbhagat@tuftsmedicalcenter.org
Volunteering at local orphanages in cities and villages to teach English and Life
Skills was life changing. Solo traveling around Asia to Vietnam, Cambodia,
Singapore, Laos, India, Thailand, and all the surrounding islands enlightened me on
how distinct every country is around the globe. When I began this journey, I felt I
had much to teach these children to enrich their lives but in fact I came back with so
much more knowledge and increased motivation. Without having the formal
education I was inspired by what these children were doing so I could only imagine
what they would be capable of if they were given a structured education. It became
a mission for me to provide these children with the facilities, support, and resources
needed to move forward and reach their full potential.
I felt it is important for the children and their families to be aware of the value of
education and what this means for their future. Being in parts of the country where
it is difficult to send children to school, I realized the resources they need are vastly
different than what we need to go to school here in the States. They face completely
different challenges when trying to receive any type of education which holds them
back from doing so. Analyzing what they need, I gathered information on how to
supply them with resources and services. The needs varied from town to town as
they all faced different barriers that prevented them from progressing. Some of
these barriers included financial constraints, transportation limitations, and no
access to the schools.
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Kiwanis Pediatric
Trauma Institute
Partnering with nongovernmental organizations (NGO’s) we were able to build
packages where members could donate supplies to individual students. The
packages consisted of a whole year of education fees, uniforms, meals,
transportation, and school supplies. These packages were a huge success and we
personally went to search for more children to sign them up. I aim to start up more
organizations to continue contributing in locations that require it.
Kiwanis Pediatric Trauma Institute is an extremely helpful platform for
opportunities to branch out to other countries. Within the Kiwanis International
organization there are programs such disaster relief, district service projects,
eliminating maternal and neonatal tetanus, iodine deficiency programs, scholarships,
grants, and so much more! As a member of the Kiwanis Family we can do many
things to help children all around the world and brighten up their future. Being a
part of Kiwanis I will allow the opportunity to continue to work towards making a
difference in the lives of children. I look forward to my work ahead with the Kiwanis
Family members and serving the children of the world.
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Preparing for a New Year of Circle K
Circle K District Governor - Alison Lunny (2020-21) & Zak Kahn (2021-2022)
Email: govnedcki@gmail.com
Website: nedcki.org
Hello New England and Bermuda Kiwanis, we hope that you are doing well. We first want to
begin by introducing the newly elected 2021-2022 New England District of Circle K
International Governor, Zachary (Zak) Kahn!
Zak is a second year pre-med student at Northeastern University. Some of you from the
Hooksett Kiwanis probably know him from his Key Club days at Pinkerton Academy. He served
this past year as the New England District Secretary-Treasurer, while also being involved with
the International Kiwanis Family Relations Committee.
Zak was elected at the 61st annual district convention back in February, and we are excited for
the amble time for a nice transition that will ensure that no hiccups are felt in the district as
semesters end, club leaders are elected, and we start running our officer training conferences.
We want to give a huge thank you to all of those who were able to make it to our district
convention, it was a huge success with 75 registrants, 5 workshops, 2 social events, many
awards, and (of course) safari animals! Our district board and Events Chair Manav Mehta is so
thankful to have had the opportunity to continue the tradition of a district convention, and
everyone we’ve talked to enjoyed our programming and found the weekend valuable.
Among the many awards we gave out, we were lucky enough to award the Tim Daly Circle of
Service award to Leslie Rideout, KPTI Nurse Coordinator. Her help and guidance was invaluable
to us as we planned the successful KPTI Day back in December, and we wanted to show her our
gratitude for everything that she does. Other Kiwanis family awards given out included the
Joseph Stazzulla Distinguished Kiwanis Advisor award to Sam Tarabelsi of Medford Kiwanis for
his work with Northeastern University. The most Kiwanis Family Relations recognition went to
Mount Holyoke College (whose sponsoring Kiwanis club is Northampton Kiwanis), Wentworth
Institute of Technology (GBYP Kiwanis), and Westfield State University (Westfield Kiwanis).
Thank you to these Kiwanis clubs and the others who support our clubs and district. All of the
opportunities, programs, and events we provide could not be possible without you.
Zak is looking forward to serving with you all for this upcoming year, and is very excited to
work with all of the branches of the New England and Bermuda Kiwanis family. He can’t wait to
see what we are able to accomplish together this year.
We hope you all have a wonderful start to your Spring, enjoy the warmer weather, and stay
safe!
Yours in Service,
Alison Lunny & Zak Kahn
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Greetings
from Key Club
Key Club District Governor Email: govlydia@gmail.com
Website: http://www.newenglandkeyclub.org
Hello New England District of Kiwanis,
This will be my very last time writing for your District publication as a Key Club
governor. I can hardly believe we’ve been together for nearly a year! The Key Club
term is almost over, and the District Board is preparing for DECON and
retirement.
During the past few months, I’ve had the privilege of getting involved in a few
Kiwanis Family events. In December, I talked with Governor-Elect Gayla and Circle
K Governor Alison about SLPs (Service Leadership Programs) and youth
involvement in community service during a pandemic. In early February, Key Club
hosted a Q&A with Circle K so Key Club members could get their Circle K
questions answered by members of active clubs. Most recently, I saw many of you
at the Kiwanis Family session at Circle K DCON! It was a privilege to learn the
impact Kiwanis Family clubs have on youth development and social networking, as
well as understand the impact Kiwanians are having in their communities and the
world.
As the year comes to a close, I’d like to use this letter to express my gratitude for
Kiwanis. I know that being in service clubs can be time-consuming and even
discouraging at times. Making positive change doesn’t always happen instantly,
and it takes commitment and dedication to help achieve a goal. But please take it
from me, Kiwanians are changing not only the communities around them, but
youth’s perception of the world and service. You sponsor Key Clubs which allow
members to take on leadership positions and connect with other like-minded
students. Key Club, at least for me, is an organization I call home, and that is all
thanks to you.
Kiwanians, you have changed my life. You positively change each other’s lives as
you serve together. You change the lives of underprivileged children and youth all
over the world. You use your life to make others’ lives better. Again, it has been a
privilege working beside you. Someday, I hope to be like you. Thank you, and
maybe I’ll see you after college!

Yours in Service and Friendship,

Lydia Tucker
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Ava Adams
Young Children Priority One (YCPO)
District Chair & International Committee
on Young Children New England and
Bermuda District Representative
email: faithava2008@yahoo.com&
ycpo@newenglandkiwanis.org

Good morning fellow Kiwanians!

This month I will focus on the importance of immunizations for young children.

Measles killed an estimated 207,500 people last year worldwide after a decadelong failure to reach optimal vaccination coverage, resulting in the highest number
of cases for 23 years, the World Health Organization (WHO) and US Centers for
Disease Control (CDC) said in a joint report November 2020.

Measles Cases in 2019
From January 1 to December 31, 2019, 1,282 individual cases of measles were
confirmed in 31 states. Of these cases, 128 were hospitalized and 61 reported
having complications, including pneumonia and encephalitis.

INCREASE IN WHOOPING COUGH (PERTUSSIS)

Pertussis, also known as whooping cough, is a highly contagious respiratory
disease. It is caused by the bacterium Bordetella pertussis. Pertussis is known for
uncontrollable, violent coughing which often makes it hard to breathe. After cough
fits, someone with pertussis often needs to take deep breaths, which result in a
“whooping” sound. Pertussis can affect people of all ages, but can be very serious,
even deadly, for babies less than a year old. The best way to protect against
pertussis is by getting vaccinated. During the 1980s pertussis reports began
increasing gradually, and by 2018 more than 15,000 cases were reported.
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WHY VACCINATE YOUNG CHILDREN?
Immunizations can save a child’s life. Because of advances in medical science, a
child can be protected against more diseases than ever before. Some diseases that
once injured or killed thousands of children, have been eliminated completely and
others are close to extinction– primarily due to safe and effective vaccines. Polio is
one example of the great impact that vaccines have had in the United States. Polio
was once America’s most-feared disease, causing death and paralysis across the
country, but today, thanks to vaccination, there are no reports of polio in the
United States.
Maternal neonatal tetanus deaths are greatly diminished due to the increase of the
tetanus vaccine being made available through the world. MNT ELIMINATE
PROGRAM SPONSORED BY KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL IN PARTNERSHIP WITH
UNICEF has saved hundreds of thousands of lives by providing vaccinations to
women and young children.
Vaccination is very safe and effective.
Vaccines are only given to children after a long and careful review by scientists,
doctors, and healthcare professionals. Vaccines will involve some discomfort and
may cause pain, redness, or tenderness at the site of injection but this is minimal
compared to the pain, discomfort, and trauma of the diseases these vaccines
prevent. Serious side effects following vaccination, such as severe allergic
reaction, are very rare. The disease-prevention benefits of getting vaccines are
much greater than the possible side effects for almost all children.
There is NO link between autism and childhood vaccines, a major new study finds.
The systematic international review, first of its kind, conducted by University of
Sydney researchers “No statistical data to support a link between vaccines for
measles, mumps, rubella, diphtheria, tetanus and whooping cough and the
development of autism or autism spectrum disorders.” (www.myasdf.org)
Immunization protects others
Children in the U.S. still get vaccine-preventable diseases. In fact, there has been a
resurgence of measles and whooping cough (pertussis) over the past few years.
Since 2010, there have been between 10,000 and 50,000 cases of whooping cough
each year in the United States and about 10 to 20 babies, many of which were too
young to be fully vaccinated, died each year. While some babies are too young to
be protected by vaccination, others may not be able to receive certain vaccinations
due to severe allergies, weakened immune systems from conditions like leukemia,
or other reasons.
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To help keep them safe, it is important that all who are able to get vaccinated are
fully immunized. This not only protects those who are vaccinated but also helps
prevent the spread of these diseases to others around them.

Immunizations can save time and money.
A child with a vaccine-preventable disease can be denied attendance at schools or
child care facilities. Some vaccine-preventable diseases can result in prolonged
disabilities and can take a financial toll because of lost time at work, medical bills
or long-term disability care. In contrast, getting vaccinated against these diseases
is a good investment and usually covered by insurance. The Vaccines for Children
program is a federally funded program that provides vaccines at no cost to
children from low-income families.

Immunizations protect future generations
Vaccines have reduced and, in some cases, eliminated many diseases that killed or
severely disabled people just a few generations ago. For example, smallpox
vaccination eradicated that disease worldwide. Your children don’t have to get
smallpox shots any more because the disease no longer exists. By vaccinating
children against rubella (German measles), the risk that pregnant women will pass
this virus on to their fetus or newborn has been dramatically decreased, and birth
defects associated with that virus no longer are seen in the United States. If we
continue vaccinating now, and vaccinating completely, parents in the future may be
able to trust that some diseases of today will no longer be around to harm their
children in the future.

National Infant Immunization Week (NIIW)

April 26 - May 3, 2021 (NIIW) was established to raise the profile of the infant
immunization program in the United States. Infant immunization protects people
from vaccine-preventable diseases throughout their life. NIIW is also a time to
appreciate and celebrate the achievements immunization programs have had in
promoting good health. Supported by the Center for Disease Control and
Prevention, the first National Infant Immunization Week took place in 1994. While
aspects of the campaign may differ each year, the message behind this week is
always, 'Love Them. Protect Them. Immunize Them' and parents are encouraged or
reminded to have their children immunized by the age of 2.
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Young Children Priority One (YCPO) District Chair &
International Committee on Young Children New England and
Bermuda District Representative

For more information about National Infant Immunization Week, visit
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/events/niiw/index.html.
For more information about the importance of infant immunization, visit
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines.

Consequences Of Not Immunizing Infants
If infants are not immunized the consequences can be severe. Disease often brings
economic and social costs, misspent time and resources visiting doctors,
hospitalizations and poor child and educational development. These consequences
are in addition to any of the direct physical symptoms and problems associated
with a given condition. Also in some cases a disease can be fatal.

WHAT CAN KIWANIANS DO TO HELP?
Spread the word to friends and family about the importance of vaccinations.

To get materials go to www.cdcp.gov

Share these materials with your audiences by:
•Linking to them from your website
•Sharing them via your social media channels

Please check out the February/March 2021 International Committee on Young
Children Newsletter.

Kiwanians can make a difference in a child’s well-being if we take the time to
share this important information.
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Membership Growth
and Retention
Robert Willey & Daryl Sylvia
Email: membership@newenglandkiwanis.org

New England & Bermuda District,

The Membership Committee and the District Board have been busy coming up with ways to try
and increase membership which we hope not only means new members but also more community
service. The programs which are now in effect and that we hope to have available for the rest of
the service year (9-30-21) include:

Free New Membership - Although Kiwanis International ended their free membership for New
Members on 12-31-20 the District has decided to continue that Program via a reimbursement
process. Any new member who pays membership fees (or that the Club pays on their behalf) is
entitled to reimbursement from the District. The New England & Bermuda District is the only
District doing this.

For specific details and the required form to submit please see the District

website: https://k17.site.kiwanis.org/membership/ or review the PDF provided on the next page.

COVID 19 Dues Assistance Grant Program - it’s back!
Our District values our members and wants to ensure that they continue to flourish despite the
pandemic. We would like to continue to support members facing challenges through a special
one-time COVID-19 Dues Assistance Grant that can support members cover their dues if
impacted by the pandemic. This is a continuation from our October program. For more
information and the application form visit https://k17.site.kiwanis.org/covid/

Members Helping other Members and Clubs Program
We have a new Program in place whereby any member who wishes to join a club below Charter
Strength (less than 15 members) from another club for the purposes of increasing membership
and/or increasing Community Service may be reimbursed the International and Club Membership
Fees. If you are interested please email membership@newenglandkiwanis.org.

We are very pleased to be putting these Programs together in our efforts to support and
maintain our Kiwanis Family.
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District Interclub Chair
Jack Savastano
Kiwanis Club of Bourne-Warehan
Email: interclubs@newenglandkiwanis.org
For those of you that may not know what an inter-club is;
An Inter-club meeting is one where your club members attend a regular meeting or official Kiwanis event of another
Kiwanis Club, Circle K Club, Key Club, Aktion Club, Builders Club or K-Kids. If a club member, and the Kiwanis Advisor, or
two club members, visits one of the clubs SLP’s, that counts as an inter-club no matter the club size. An Inter-club also
includes any Club Installation, Division Meeting, District Conference/Convention, or International Convention. Excluded are
any events whereby there is not a specific Host club (ex. cruises unless the sitting Governor expressly appoints a Host
club for the trip)
Please see the winners of the 2019-2020 Service Year:
Division Early Bird Award – This is when your club visits all of the clubs in your division, between October 1 and January
31 (if your division has more than eight (8) clubs then you must visit at least eight (8) of them). Attendance at another
club’s 2019-2020 installation held in September 2019 may be included. Our winner are:
Div. 2 –Bangor Breakfast, ME
Div. 7 – St. Johnsbury, VT
Div. 13 – Bourne-Wareham, MA, Hyannis, MA, Mashpee, Ma
Div. 21 – Hamilton, Bermuda
Division Award – This is when your club visits all of the clubs in your division, a minimum of two (2) times between
October 1, 2019 and June 30, 2020 (if your division has more than eight (8) clubs then you must visit at least eight (8) of
them). In addition, each club is required to attend a minimum of one (1) Sponsored Leadership Program for each SLP the
club sponsors.
There were no winners of this award this year due to the pandemic.
District Award – Awarded to the top three (3) clubs in their membership category with the most inter-clubs between
October 1 and June 30. Minimum entry to qualify is two (2) inter-clubs. Our winners are:
Cat. 1, White Div. – First, Div. 13, Bourne-Wareham, Ma
Second, Div. 13, Mashpee, Ma
Third, Div. 18, West Hartford, CT
Cat. 2, Yellow Div. – First, Div. 13, Hyannis, Ma.
Second, Div. 17, Shefield, MA
Third, Div. 7, Berlin, NH
Cat. 3, Emerald Div. – First, Div. 16, Keene, NH
Second, TIE, Div. 1, Presque Isle, Div. 2, Dover-Foxcroft, ME
Third, Div. 2, Bangor Breakfast, ME
Cat. 4, Red Div. – First, Div. 4, Sanford, ME
Second, TIE, Div. 7, Colebrook, NH, Div. 17, Westfield, MA
Third, Div. 12, Somerville, MA
Cat. 5, Blue Div. – First, Div. 20, Weston, CT
There was no second and third place winner in this category.
Governor’s Special Award – Awarded to any club that has an inter-club in attendance at the 2019 District Convention,
2019 Fall Training Conference, 2020 Mid-Winter Conference, and the 2020 International Convention.
There were no winners of this award.
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Community Highlights

The Bangor Breakfast Club
Even though we are still grieving the loss of much beloved and respected active member, Larry Smith,
our club has continued doing the community service he loved. We created joyful cards for veterans
and nursing home residents as well as continuing to cook and serve monthly lunch at the Salvation
Army along with Miller Drug retirees. Two members, Assistant Secretary, Larry Wade, and retired
nurse, Kathy Johnson, have been volunteering quite a number of times during the week at The Cross
Center assisting Mainers with their Covid vaccinations. Larry was named Volunteer of the Month by
the Northern Light Eastern Maine Medical Center!
Our President, Lara Clark and her daughter, Faith, did the unbelievable Polar Plunge to support
children living with disabilities so they can attend Camp Capella. Mittens off to you two!
We also have been grateful to welcome four new members, including two corporate memberships.
Finally, our club was honored to have Kiwanis International President, Art Riley, be a speaker on
February 18th. He was most gracious to attend a 7am Zoom meeting which was attended by almost 50
Kiwanians from all over the District. We were inspired by his words to continue doing the good work
we all do.
- Betty Parker, Lieutenant Governor NEBD Division 2, 2020-2021

Dear Kiwanians:
Below is a link showing what our member and
service partner, Wayne Winsley, is doing with
the Brave Enough to Fail program. Interesting
reading for anyone looking to advance youth
through motivational programs: Click Here
Yours in serving the children.
Foster Crawford, Kiwanis Club of Danbury CT
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Club Highlights
The Danvers Kiwanis Club did a Covid safe service
project. Members assembled Valentine's day
goodie bags, for the faculty and staff at our five
elementary schools. This was our way of thanking
them for all they do.
Also, goodie bags were delivered by cupids Kay
and Gayla to our members to let them know we are
thinking of them

Words Spoken at a Kiwanis Trainer:

"Joining is what a member does
Belonging is how a member feels

Joining is a transaction
Belonging is an experience

Joining is rational
Belonging is emotional

Joining is episodic
Belonging lasts longer, perhaps forever."

Submitted by Betty Parker
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Club Highlights
The Kiwanis Club of Presque Isle

Deirdre McMahon, Treasurer

Sue Watson, Secretary

Tom Powers, Presque Isle Industrial Councel

LaNiece Sirois, President

Kiwanis Club of Presque Isle’s guest speaker Tuesday was Tom Powers, Presque Isle Industrial
Council Executive Director. Tom had great information about what was happening throughout
Presque Isle and several members had questions that Tom also answered. Also, from the
Caribou Club Bill Francis and Dean Rauch joined the meeting by ZOOM.
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Colebrook Kiwanis
Submitted By Lindy Falconer
Edited by: Pat Beauregard

Masks 101
What a year, 2020 was.
2021 is not a lot different; however there is hope.For more
information to help fight Covid 19, the Kiwanis Club of Colebrook, NH invited as a guest
speaker the superintendent of our local schools. She asked the club if we would consider
making masks for the area school children and we decided to fulfill this need.
Immediate Past President/Lt. Governor Dana Bartlett offered the use of his beautiful Mohawk
Falls venue to set up a workshop to teach and sew masks. Lindy Falconer agreed to chair the
event. Many of the club members are quilters, so Lindy asked them to donate 100% cotton
fabric and thread. Lindy did some research to determine the different sizes to make for school
children at all grade levels. She also discovered that they should be made with three layers
of fabric (CDC recommendation at the time). A retired RN taught Lindy that the masks should
not be the same color inside as out. This is done to insure that a person knows when they
place their mask down and later put it back on, which side was facing their mouth. A bolt of
muslin (natural colored 100% cotton cloth) was purchased by the club for the inside of the
masks, along with ¼” elastic.
Kiwanis members weren’t the only helpers at this event; area Key Club and Builders Club
members, as well as a few community volunteers joined in the project.
Those that sew
brought their sewing machine(s), rotary cutter(s), cutting mat(s), iron(s), scissor(s), seam
ripper(S), and more. Together, approximately 60 masks were completed and 40 more were
started. Some members took the 40 home to finish and 100 masks were made at very little
cost to the club.
The masks were donated to the schools in SAU #7 (three schools) as well as to Canaan
Memorial High School in Canaan, VT. The Kiwanis Club of Colebrook sponsors SLP’s in all but
one of these schools.
Since this event, our very own Gaetane Boire, Past President/Treasurer, has completed over
1200 masks for our area school children. Plus, she made many for our local medical clinic, for
family, friends, and weddings. She never charged for the masks and she donated some of the
materials to make the masks. She is a star. She has made enough masks to give every student
in the above mentioned schools two masks. And she is still making masks. In her words, “I
just want to do my part to keep our communities safe.”

Photo Credit: Sarah Cummings
Gaetane Boire and Lindy Falconer at Mohawk Falls working on Masks.
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Dexter Sunrise Kiwanis
Dexter, Maine
Submitted By Marcy King
Dexter Sunrise Kiwanis continues to meet using a hybrid model, combining both inperson and zoom meeting styles and it seems to be working very well. We have
successfully and consistently brought guest speakers to our meetings using either
model as well, and this has been well received by our club members. We experience
the occasional technological glitch, but most of us are accustomed to those these
days. Our speakers have ranged from Juvenile Probation Officer discussing the
justice system during a pandemic to a Master Gardener presenting ideas about
spring seedlings and garden planning.
We held a Winter Raffle consisting of three prizes: $350 gift card to a local grocery
store, $200 LL Bean gift card, and $100 gift card to a local florist. We sold 500
tickets and gained a net profit of approximately $1200.
We successfully executed our annual Christmas Food Box program, in conjunction
with the Dexter Regional High School Student Government, providing Christmas
dinner for 56 residents in need. Due to Covid restrictions, we had to modify our
delivery system this year, so we asked recipients to pick up their boxes at the
packing site if possible, while the remaining few were delivered to recipients’ doors
by Kiwanians.
During the month of January, we adopted the Super Bowl Squares Raffle, inspired
by Past- Governor John Falconer’s club fundraiser, we successfully raised $500
selling 100 squares for the Big Game on February 7th.
Most recently we conducted a member survey to determine member satisfaction,
suggestions for service projects, and how we can better reach members and the
community in the future. The results have been tallied and we will assess the results
in our next regularly scheduled meeting.
We continue to research ways to continue our service projects and fundraising
efforts during a pandemic and thankfully some really great ideas have been
generated. While it isn’t business as usual, we are still doing business!!

DRHS Student Government &
Key Club Christmas Food
Boxes
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Message From the Editor

Greetings Member of the Kiwanis Family,
Thank you for taking the time to read this season's district publication.
The next call for articles will be in mid-May. An email will be sent out to
your Lt. Governor and posted on our district Facebook Group. Articles
are accepted on a rolling basis so please do not hesitate to email me
your submission at any point during the year. If you do something
during the season that you would like featured next year [ex: Kiwanis
Holiday Fair in the Winter] and want it highlighted next winter please
email it over and I will keep it on file.
If you or someone you know requires help with creating a publication,
newsletter, blog, or social media post please reach out.
Yours in Service,
Karl Uzcategui, M.S.
District Editor | nedb.publication@gmail.com

Editorial submissions are copyright © by the New England and Bermuda District of
Kiwanis. All rights reserved.
The contents of this publication may not be reproduced in whole or in part without the
express written consent of the New England and Bermuda District or the owner(s) of the
provided material(s). All submissions are subject to review and edits by the
District Governor & District Editor.

