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OBJECTS OF KIWANIS
To give primacy to the human and spiritual rather
than to the material values of life.
To encourage the daily living of the Golden Rule in all
human relationships.
To promote the adoption and the application of
higher social, business, and professional standards.
To develop, by precept and example, a more
intelligent, aggressive, and serviceable citizenship.
To provide, through Kiwanis clubs, a practical means
to form enduring friendships, to render altruistic
service, and to build better communities.
To cooperate in creating and maintaining that sound
public opinion and high idealism which make
possible the increase of righteousness, justice,
patriotism, and goodwill.
The six permanent Objects of Kiwanis International
were approved by Kiwanis club delegates at the 1924
Convention in Denver, Colorado. Through the
succeeding decades, they have remained unchanged.
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Denis Murphy

Kiwanis District Governor
Email: Governor@NewEnglandKiwanis.org
When this pandemic started, we did not have a
Kiwanis playbook to fall back on. In 1918 we
had

the

Spanish

Flu

pandemic.

Kiwanis

International was just a few years old, but
Kiwanis,

newly

International,

held

a

Council

instead of the usual convention with a House of
Delegates. Our organization withstood the test
of time. Now in 2019/21 we find ourselves
plagued by COVID-19 which has hit our shores,
but we did not yet know it or fully understand
it. So together, we went from total shutdowns
to slow reopenings and a new normal.
During

this

whole

pandemic,

clubs

still

performed many types of service, stocking food
Wow, what a year this has been.

pantries and providing scholarships to name
just a couple of examples. We launched a new

And

with

such

an

are

District Committee on Social Change & Equity,

excited for the opportunity to reflect, learn,

Chaired by Karl Uzcategui. You will hear from

and serve together at our upcoming District

Karl about the why and how at DCON! We

Convention.

a

adapted on education as well. We held a virtual

District Convention. The planning has been

lieutenant governor training last summer and

going on for a while now. After trying to get

lieutenant

one going last fall only to be delayed due to

December. We launched weekly club education

safety

Yes,

concerns,

eventful

we

are

finally

having

governor

calls

through

last

the

first

for 29 straight weeks. We’ve held online Club

2019.

This

past

Leadership Education sessions, and we’ll finish

year has been a story. A story that's sad,

up at DCON. I could not be prouder of our

challenging, and uplifting all at the same

education team than I already am! You will hear

time.

more from them on Friday Night at DCON. We’ll

family

since

Sad

will

we

be

function

this

year

November

because

members,

we
and

have

lost

fellow

friends,

Kiwanians.

honor

our

Distinguished

Circle

K

District,

Challenging because we struggle to come

Distinguished Circle K Governor Alison Lunny,

together as clubs and a community, to raise

and

funds, and to serve. Most importantly, things

Administrator Maryann Belason. We have much

have

to be proud of!

been

uplifting,

because

we

DID

Distinguished

Circle

K

District

continue to perform service to our home &
communities.

Yes, it's been a heck of a year. It is not the year
I or anyone planned. It was the year that was

We are now just starting to get to a new

given to us. I firmly believe that we will come

normal. I believe that the way clubs meet has

out

changed forever. While some clubs will still

Kiwanis Family than before this pandemic.

of

this

stronger

and

more

united

as

a

have "traditional" in-person meetings, other
clubs may be hybrid. I applaud everyone for

I hope to see you at DCON in August 2021!

learning how to adapt and in writing the new

Where our story will continue into the future

playbook for servant leadership.

and beyond. – Governor Denis
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John
Falconer

Immediate Past District Governor
Email: JohnFalconer@NewEnglandKiwanis.org
Since this will be our first time together since
November of 2019 it will be a great time to see
old

friends

friends.

I

and
am

to

make

sure

that

many

new

Governor

Kiwanis

Denis

and

Governor Elect Gayla have many wonderful and
exciting things planned for us. I, for one, am
excited that we are finally going to be able to
meet in person.
Lindy and I were able to attend the Kiwanis
Education & Leadership Conference in Salt Lake
Hello fellow Kiwanians, I certainly hope all is well
with you and your families as we advance into the
summer season. I am hearing of many impressive
projects completed by Kiwanis Clubs all over our great
District. Clubs are starting to come back to life and
working wonders in their communities.

City in June. It certainly was a far different event

As we return to our work, in support of the children in
our communities, please be mindful that the Pandemic
has been especially difficult for them. Most children
were not able to be with their friends and relatives for
an extended period of time. This has created a number
of issues for children. If at all possible contact your
local
schools,
churches,
and/or
social
service
organizations to see if any of them need additional
resources to help cope with the issues children are
now experiencing. All indications are that the
prolonged effects of the Pandemic will take many
months and possibly years for our children to heal
emotionally. This is why we need to be ready to assist
in any way possible.

excellent

Our Service Leadership Programs have certainly had
many issues including but not limited to not being
able to meet, projects and fundraising being cancelled,
and the stress of worrying about their families and
friends on top of their education. We, as Kiwanians,
need to make sure to assist our Service Leadership
Clubs (SLP’s). We need to reach out to them and
offer, if possible, the necessary resources to begin
their new chapter(s) in community service. Many SLP’s
have not been able to function normally for almost
two years. Please make sure to reach out and offer
any assistance you can with open ears.
The time for District Convention is fast approaching,
so make sure that your club is properly represented as
there are a number of important items to be discussed
at the House of Delegates.

than in the past given that many people could not
attend

due

to

travel

restrictions.

The

International Council met and performed their
duties of electing our officers for the coming
year.

Our

very

own

attempt

to

George
be

Delisle

our

next

made
Intl.

an
Vice

President. We are very proud of George’s efforts.
Hopefully

many

of

you

were

able

to

take

advantage of the Virtual Training modules that
our education group presented over the past few
months.

Brian

Cofrancesco

and

his

team

put

together a great series of workshops covering
numerous topics. I would like to thank this group
for

a

wonderful

job

under

such

difficult

circumstances.
In closing, I would ask that each and every one of
you take a good hard look at your club and your
community. Please determine what more we can
accomplish to make the lives of our community
members just a little bit more pleasant. Perhaps a
new service project is in order to fill a void or a
current service project needs to be tweaked to be
even more effective.
Thank you for all you do for Kiwanis and thank
you for letting me be part of this District. Never
forget the slogan – “FUN, FAMILY, FELLOWSHIP”
Thank You,
Immediate Past Governor John
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Serving Kiwanis as a member of the KI Board of Trustees has been
challenging, but immensely satisfying. It has afforded me a
“bird’s-eye” view of the Kiwanis world, with all of its cultural and
societal diversity. No matter how different we are as individuals,
we are all united in our desire to leave the world a better place
than we found it.
You’re no doubt aware that my bid to become Kiwanis
International Vice President in June fell short. My close friend
Katrina Baranko from the Georgia District was elected in Salt Lake
City, and I will wholeheartedly support her as she progresses to
become KI President in 2023. Katrina is smart and capable, and
she will do an excellent job. My three-year term on the board
expires September 30. I will ask the House of Delegates to
endorse me for one more run for KI Vice President at our District
Convention in August, and I anticipate being a candidate at the
Kiwanis International Convention in Indianapolis June 24-26, 2022.
I hope you’ll save that date and plan to be there.
I

George Delisle
Kiwanis International Trustee
Westfield, Massachusetts

have

been

encouraged

and

upheld

by

great

New

England

Kiwanians on every inch of my Kiwanis leadership journey. The
late Donald Colburn, the Springfield Kiwanian who invited me to
join back in 1979, convinced me to start “through the chairs” and
become a club president for the first time. Garreth Lynch,
president of the Westfield Kiwanis Club in 2005, encouraged me
to run for lieutenant governor. (Yes, I said “run.” There was a
contested election. I won). Past Governor Suzanne Lemak
appointed me as District Editor when I was a first-time lieutenant
governor in 2006 and planted the idea that I might one day
become governor. After my term as governor ended, Bill Jenkins
asked me to serve as district secretary, a job that did much to
widen my Kiwanis perspective. Other past governors – Ron Forest,
Carolyn Perry, Mike Kirchner, John Maihos, Steve Hill, and the late,
great Jim Levesque, among others, encouraged me to be open to
leadership opportunities.
Leadership opportunities abound in Kiwanis, at every level of the
organization. Every leadership position is a fresh opportunity to
learn and grow personally and professionally. Every Kiwanis leader
should regard it as part of his or her responsibilities to identify,
mentor, and encourage new leaders, and then LET THEM LEAD!
One of the most important responsibilities of leadership is
providing for continuity and the future well-being of the
organization.
Children around the world are depending on us. Here and around
the world there are children who will lack proper nutrition,
education, health care, and advancement opportunities without
our efforts. Our work is crucial, and it cannot happen at all
without strong leaders. I urge each of you to not look around you
for those leaders. Instead, look in a mirror. You may well be the
next president, secretary, or treasurer your club needs. You may
be the next lieutenant governor your division needs. You may be
the next district secretary, treasurer, or governor the New England
and Bermuda District needs. You may be a future international
committee chair, or trustee, or even president. It all starts with
saying “yes” when you’re asked to step up. About answering the
call to lead. Please, don’t say “no” – Kiwanis needs you.
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Hello Kiwanis Friends,
As communities across our District re-open and emerge
from the pandemic, I am happy to see so many clubs
meeting again and those participating in service projects.
Nothing is stronger than the Kiwanis heart to serve others,
and I am inspired by that spirit coming to life again in
New England & Bermuda!
The District Leadership Development & Education
Committee just completed an amazing seven-month Virtual
Workshop Series of education sessions every Wednesday
night. One constant we had during the pandemic was our
Wednesday night webinars and the opportunity to come
together from all corners of the District and learn from
each other. If you missed any of the workshops, many
were recorded and are available for you to watch at
facebook.com/nebdkiwanis or on our YouTube Channel
(search "NEBD Kiwanis" at youtube.com). Virtual
workshops will be back monthly starting in September.
I was fortunate enough to meet with the incoming District
Board of Lt. Governors in May and June for training and

Gayla Bartlett
Message from the Governor-Elect
Email: GovernorElect@NewEnglandKiwanis.org

conducted our first board meeting. We had wonderful
training sessions and it was great to get to know our
incoming team better. We have very enthusiastic and
passionate Kiwanis leaders coming into office and I know
you will love working with them in your divisions!
A special thank you to District Secretary-Designate Judy
Barrett, Past Governor Elyse Denorfia, and Leadership
Development Coordinator Brian Cofrancesco for their help
coordinating the Virtual Workshop Series, Club Leadership
Education, and Lt. Governor Training. They are keeping
Kiwanis education alive in our District!
I am looking forward to seeing you at our in-person
District Convention (DCON) August 19-22 in Leominster,
MA. This year's DCON will have all kinds of fun and
adventure, and I am personally excited for our westernthemed dinner Thursday night. I am a huge country music
fan and I am ready to shine up my cowboy boots and hit
the dance floor! The education sessions at DCON will also
be top-notch and will have something for everyone. I
cannot wait to visit with my Kiwanis family at DCON and
celebrate in person once again!
As we move forward, I am excited and rejuvenated with
hope. You, our members, have continued to stand strong
and be creative with your ideas and commitment to serving
the children of the world. Our District is blessed to have
such amazing leaders and forward thinkers. I am proud to
be a Kiwanian and to be serving each of you as your
Governor-Elect.
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Governor Denis Murphy and the entire board are
excited to announce that the New England &
Bermuda District of Kiwanis District Convention
(DCON) will be held on August 19-22, 2021 at the
DoubleTree
by
Hilton,
99
Erdman
Way,
Leominster, MA 01453.
As the effects of COVID begin to subside, it is
now time for the District to once again come
together and celebrate all of the good works of
Kiwanis.
Hotel reservations at the DoubleTree by Hilton,
99 Erdman Way, Leominster, MA 01453 should be
made by calling the hotel directly at (978) 5349000. The room block is under "Kiwanis of New
England" at the rate of $ 99 / night plus taxes.
The deadline is July 30, 2021 to participate in the
room block.
Registration for the conference should be made
by clicking on the link HERE.

Steve Hill
District Secretary
Email: Secretary@NewEnglandKiwanis.org

As a result of remaining COVID restrictions
certain conditions are in place for this event.
DCON
will
be
limited
to
the
first
200
registrations. NO EXCEPTIONS.
Registration will close the earlier of the first: 200
registrations or August 7, 2021. There will be no
walk-in registrations the day of the event. This is
a result of restrictions being placed on the hotel
for safety reasons. You must register early.
COVID protocols (in place this August) will be
honored by the District.
Delegation Forms are due by August 6th and can
be found HERE.
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Schedule of Events:
District Convention

Thursday, August 19, 2021
4:00pm-6:30pm
4:00pm-6:00pm
6:00pm-6:30pm
6:30pm-7:30pm
7:30pm-9:00pm

–
–
–
–
–

Registration
2021-2022 Board Activities with Governor-Elect Gayla Bartlett
Social Hour
Western-Themed Dinner
2021-2022 Board Activities with Governor-Elect Gayla Bartlett

Friday, August 20, 2021
8:00am-5:00pm – Registration
8:00am-6:00pm – Exhibit Hall
8:00am-8:45am – Opening Session
9:00am – Hands-On Service Project Room Opens
9:00am-9:50am – Workshops I
10:00am-10:50am – Workshops II
11:00am-11:50am – Workshops III
12:00pm-1:30pm – Lunch Session with Kiwanis Trivia
1:40pm-2:30pm – Workshops IV
2:40pm-3:30pm – Workshops V
3:40pm-4:30pm – Open Forum with Governor Denis Murphy and Governor-Elect
Gayla Bartlett
6:00pm-7:00pm – Social Hour
7:00pm-9:00pm – Dinner Session: Retiring the 2020-2021 District Board and
recognizing the 2019-2020 District Board
9:00pm-11:00pm – Hospitality

Saturday, August 21, 2021
7:30am-8:30am – Breakfast Session
9:00am – Hands-On Service Project Room Opens
9:00am-9:50am – Workshops I
10:00am-10:50am – Workshops II
11:00am-11:50am – Meet the Candidates and Overview of Proposed Bylaw
Amendments
12:00pm-1:30pm – Lunch Session hosted by the Kiwanis Foundation of New
England (KFNE)
1:30pm-4:00pm – House of Delegates
6:00pm-7:00pm – Social Hour
7:00pm-9:00pm – Dinner Session: Installation of 2021-2022 District Board
9:00pm-11:00pm – Hospitality

Sunday, August 22, 2021
8:00am-9:00am – Breakfast Session: Memorial Breakfast
9:15am-12:00pm – 2021-2022 District Board Meeting

DETAILED SCHEDULE CLICK HERE

David
Peterson
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President of the Kiwanis
Foundation of New England
Email: president@kfne.org

Hello Fellow KiwaniansIn early June, the Kiwanis Foundation of New
England held its Annual Meeting. For the 2021-22
Administrative Year, I was voted in as President
with Chris Holden as President-Elect, Daryl Sylvia
as Vice-President and Terrie Cook as Treasurer.
Gail Calvao will be continue as our Secretary. We
will be welcoming two new members to our Board
of Directors: Robert Talley and Patricia Costas.
Congratulations to all! While Wayne Spencer will
continue as a member or our Board, we thank him
for many years of service as our Foundation’s
Treasurer. Special thanks also to retiring board
members George Delisle and Larry Wade for their
years of service to our Foundation!
Please note that our Foundation still has Grant
Funds available of up to $1000 to Kiwanis Clubs
for a new, innovative service project to their club.
Further details and applications are on our website
www.kfne.org. In addition, thanks to the
generosity of Kiwanians and Kiwanis Clubs
through the years, the Kiwanis Pediatric Trauma
Institute (KPTI) is able to offer complimentary
Safety Information and Materials to Kiwanis Clubs,
Circle K and Key Clubs in New England and
Bermuda. These materials include the popular
Bicycle Rodeo and Safety Information as well as
the Early Childhood Injury Prevention Kits. You can
reach out to KPTI Program Specialist, Mirani
Bhagat at mbhagat@tuftsmedicalcenter.org for the
order form or can send me an e-mail
(President@kfne.org), and I can send you the
direct link.

How can you support our Foundation? Many of you
are familiar with the Red Jacket program. For a
$1000 donation, we can present you with an official
Red Jacket.This $1000 donation can be spread over
a 3-year period. If you already have a Red Jacket,
we encourage you to consider upgrading the “Crest
Level”. While the Red Jacket comes with a Level 1
Crest, you may not know that there are 10 levels of
Crests! Each level is available for an additional
$1000 donation. The 2nd level is called “Trauma
Level” with Level 3 named “Cantor” all the way up
to Level 10 which is named the “Honor Council”.
We have a supply of Crests on hand and we can
send those to you quickly, or perhaps have it given
to you at our Foundation Luncheon to be held on
Saturday at the District Convention! For more
details, please check out www.kfne.org.
You will notice on our website that we do have a
limited number of Sustaining Member Pins
(minimum donation of $50) for this current year as
well as a limited supply from past years. In
addition, we now have a supply of “KFNE Gift Pen
Sets” that are available on our website. These are
nice to have for personal use and with “in person”
club meetings starting up once again, this “Gift Pen
Set” makes a great gift for Guest Speakers!
Lastly, we all know that this past year has been a
trying year for all. I want to thank all of you (and
your Kiwanis Clubs) who have supported our
Foundation whether it be a Red Jacket / Crest
Upgrade, Pin / Pen Set, or Annual Gift. We are here
to assist you and the Kiwanis Clubs of the New
England and Bermuda District so that we can keep
the Children in our regions safe and sound! I look
forward to seeing many of you in Leominster!
Please visit our website for more information and,
of course, you can always email me at
President@kfne.org.
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Greetings
from Key Club
Key Club District Governor - Emily Cheung
Email: emilycheung.ned@gmail.com
Website: http://www.newenglandkeyclub.org
My name is Emily Cheung, and I was elected Governor of the New England and
Bermuda District of Key Clubs this past April. I’m excited to be serving for the
2021-2022 term!
I am currently a rising senior at Deering High School in Portland, Maine. I have
been a member of Key Club since freshman year, and since then, I have served on
our Key Club District Board as DIstrict Projects Chair and District Treasurer. In
addition to Key Club, I participate in my school’s debate team, student council,
and National Honor Society.
Accompanying me on the Executive Board this year is District Editor Olivia Neely
from Old Town, Maine; District Treasurer Amanda Thompson from Southington,
Connecticut, and District Secretary Tia Guay from Southington, Connecticut. We
held our District Board Trainer in May on Zoom, and our Board members have
been finishing up the school year, ready to get started with committee work.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the New England and Bermuda District of Key
Clubs was unable to hold its usual District Educational Conference in Springfield,
MA. Despite not having a traditional event, our previous District Board was able
to plan and execute an engaging virtual conference that many Key Clubbers across
the District joined us for. With the current trajectory of easing COVID-19
guidelines, we hope and look forward to an in-person DECON for next year.
As some of you may know, our Key Club District adopted a project from Children
of Peace International (COPI) to build a dormitory in San Sa Ho, Lao Cai, Vietnam.
Due to the pandemic restricting fundraising across the District, we still have a
remainder of $9,700 to raise. Our Board has implemented a committee of LTGs to
focus on accomplishing this goal, and we are excited to raise awareness and
funds for this project.
While previous years in the pandemic brought immense frustration and doubt for
our organization and world, many Key clubbers have learned creative ways to
combat their challenges and come out stronger than ever. We plan to take our
lessons learned and grow our District and Kiwanis Family.
Kiwanians, thank you for your continued support. We look up to you and
appreciate all that you do for us and our world!
Yours in service and friendship,
Emily Cheung
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Greetings from Circle K
Circle K District Governor - Zak Kahn
Email: govnedcki@gmail.com
Website: nedcki.org
Hello New England and Bermuda District of Kiwanis International,
My name is Zachary Kahn; I am the current New England district Governor for Circle K
International. If you missed it, my introduction is in the last edition of the Yankiwanian. For
this edition, I am writing to give an update on the happenings of Circle K within the New
England district.
Since our District Convention, we have selected a full board of members, including two new
committees that were added this year! With a goal of increasing attendance at district events
and managing social media, we created a public relations (PR) committee with district editor
Liz Woodwell from Northeastern University serving as the committee chair. Our PR committee
has done a lot of work so far with the advertising of committee positions, so much so we have
been successful in adding multiple members to each of our committees. With the goal of
striving toward a more diverse, equitable, and inclusive organization, we also formed a
Diversity Equity and Inclusion (DEI) committee, with Darcy Coleman from Mount Holyoke
serving as the committee chair. Their objective for this year is to design an anti-racism and
inclusivity plan for our district board, with the ultimate goal of having each club in the district
follow suit with their own plans.
As we prepare for the new academic year, we have hosted a few district board meetings; during
our board meeting in April, our board decided on a number of District goals to strive toward
for the year. I have attached the link here for anyone that would like to review them:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oYHIroY6d9zVXO50cE0CjSRImeDCrh7FAlYkJNa3hZY/edit
Our main focus with these goals will be to come out of the pandemic stronger than ever! The
main ways we aim to strengthen the district and recover from the pandemic are increasing
membership numbers, increasing service hours, and increasing money fundraised. In order to
increase member numbers, our Membership Development and Education committee, chaired by
Gwyn Smith from Westfield State, has been working to prepare schools for tabling events and
the recruitment process. For the fundraising goal, we hope to host a district wide fundraising
event to spread our impact as much as possible. If you are interested in helping out with the
fundraiser or participating in any district events, please do not hesitate to reach out to me at
govnedcki@gmail.com. Our district also hosted a summertime event in which members went
into the website Free The Ocean to answer a trivia question each day for a week, leading up to
World Oceans Day. On World Oceans Day, our Service and Fundraising chair Anne Merritt
hosted a presentation on sustainable and environmentally friendly service.
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Education & Leadership Conference
Circle K District Governor - Zak Kahn
Email: govnedcki@gmail.com
Website: nedcki.org
As many of you likely know, the Circle K and Kiwanis Education and Leadership Conference (ELC)
took place from June 23-26. The New England district of CKI has a lot to celebrate following the
conference. First of all, the New England District was awarded distinguished district for our work
over the past year! Our immediate past Governor Alison Lunny was awarded distinguished governor
as well! A huge congrats to Alison on her well deserved award - her work within the district will be
seen for years to come. Our district administrator, Maryann Belason, won distinguished district
administrator; she has been a major factor in the success of the district for the last few years by
working behind the scenes to make sure everything is run smoothly. Congrats to Maryann for her
accomplishment! Liz Sevigny from Mount Holyoke made a mark at ELC by winning new member of
the year and being elected to serve on the international board as a trustee! Congratulations to Liz
on their new role and good luck! Liz has been an incredibly influential member in the district since
they began serving as charter president for the Mount Holyoke CKI Club last year. Mount Holyoke
itself received the distinction of Charter of the Year at ELC. I am incredibly pleased with the
progress New England’s CKI was able to make in the past year; the awards show the great amount
of progress we have had even during a global pandemic. Again, always feel free to reach out with
my email above - we would love to collaborate with Kiwanis in any way possible. Thank you for
taking the time to read my article and for all of your service within the Kiwanis Family; have a
great summer and enjoy the warm weather!
Yours in Service,
Zak Kahn
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K-Kids Administrator
Betty Parker, Bangor Breakfast Club
Email: kkids@newenglandkiwanis.org

As the newly appointed New England and Bermuda District Administrator for K-Kids, I look
forward to working with you as much as I look forward to all of us opening new K-Kids Clubs in
our divisions. As restrictions are lifted and as students are excited to be with one another again, it
seems the perfect time to encourage them to be community supporters through a fun club
environment.
Did you know a lifelong journey of Kiwanis service can begin by joining a K-Kids Club? Don’t you
think their pledge sets the foundation for our Kiwanis International mission and vision statements?
“As a K-Kid, I promise to serve my neighborhood and my school. I will show respect toward my
environment and I will try to make the world a better place in which to live.”
K-Kids began in 1990 so it is possible that you have a club member or know a Circle K'er, Key
Clubber, or Builders Club member who started their Kiwanis career in K-Kids. It would be fun to
find out what service projects they remember. Please share these with me if you do.
If you have some photographs of students performing service, sharing a laugh or posing with an
advisor, please send them to me at parkbrr@gmail.com. They would be used in a display to
encourage Kiwanians to start thinking about forming a K-Kids Club. If you plan on attending
District Convention, stop by the K-Kids display table to tell me about your experiences with K-Kids
and I will share my own when I started a club that involved the entire school!
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Membership Growth
and Retention
Robert Willey & Daryl Sylvia
Email: membership@newenglandkiwanis.org
New England & Bermuda District,

The Membership Committee has been busy handling requests for reimbursement for new
members as well as signing up new members and their sponsors as part of the Membership
Madness Program.

Membership Madness Program
This Program started in April, and it has an incentive both for the Club and its members. For
new members and their sponsors, they are eligible for a drawing for Kiwanis Store Gift Cards.
There are three drawings, one every two months. The first drawing happened on June 1, 2021.
Congratulations to Rita Page for being the first winner. She sponsored, Ashley Buttice and they
are both from Dover Foxcroft.

In addition, the Promotion also includes a Club incentive. There are five clubs which have
partnered with five other clubs to participate in this Promotion. One of the partnerships is
between Hooksett and Laconia. Thus far they have done two joint event. Hooksett hosted a
Prospective Members Wine Tasting Event. More than 40 people attended including 8 Prospective
Members. Three of those Prospective Members have joined Kiwanis as a result.

Free New Membership Reimbursement –

As many of you know the District has decided to

continue the Free Membership for New Members via reimbursement. The summary of the
Program is that any new member since 1-1-21 who paid membership fees or that the Club paid
on their behalf is entitled to reimbursement from the District. This program continues through
September 30, 2021. While some clubs have been pro-active with this program, we know there
are others out there who are entitled to reimbursement which may not have done so. We hope
Clubs can use this as a tool to increase membership.
form

to

submit

please

see

the

New

For specific details and the required

England

Bermuda

District

website:

https://k17.site.kiwanis.org/.

We are very pleased to be putting these Programs together in our efforts to support and
maintain our Kiwanis Family. Please send us an email if you should have any questions or would
like to participate in one or all of our membership programs.
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Pictured from left Joe Paredez
Hooksett President, Meredith
Michaud Laconia President, Jennifer
Haynes and Steve Haynes from
Traveling Vineyard

Laconia Club had a Thirst Quencher Concession Booth at the NH Annual
Bike Week at Weir’s Beach in Laconia. It was a huge success and really
appreciated by the attendees of Bike Week.

The winning club(s) of the Membership Madness Promotion will receive
monies from the District which will be used for future Community Service
Projects. It is not too late to participate in this Promotion since it runs
through September. If your club is interested and would like more details or
would like to participate please email membership@newenglandkiwanis.org

We are very pleased to be offering these Programs in an effort to increase
and maintain membership.
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Partnerships Chair
Michelle Hill
Kiwanis Club of Norwalk, CT
email: partners@newenglandkiwanis.org

Hi Everyone - just a refresher on who our Kiwanis International national
partnerships are:
Legacy of Play - Our annual contest to award one club $25,000 in playground
equipment. This contest launches August 10th. Please check out the rules in
the Partner section at Kiwanis.org.
Also visit the Kiwanis Warehouse powered by Dollar Days for all your needs
for fundraisers and more. They've got lots of stuff for summer and beyond.
Their customer service is exceptional!
Another source for school supplies and work from home resources is our
partners at Office Depot. Please visit them at kiwanis.org/officedepot.
Literacy resources to support our communities - please see Reading is
Fundamental at https://www.rif.org/literacy-central.
EHealth - educate yourself on Medicare if your are becoming eligible and
discover your options.
Visit kiwanis.org for these and more partners. Have you tried Perkspot yet? I
have and I love it!
As always, continue to make and use your local partnerships. The national
partners are there as another resource for you.
Have a great summer and if you have any questions, please contact me at
partners@newenglandkiwanis.org or michellehill958@aol.com.

OUR PARTNERS
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District Interclub Chair
Jack Savastano
Kiwanis Club of Bourne-Warehan
Email: interclubs@newenglandkiwanis.org

An inter-club meeting is a meeting staged by two or more Kiwanis clubs (including clubs-in-formation) or by a
Kiwanis club and any K-Kids, Builders Club, Aktion Club, Circle K Club, or Key Club (collectively, “SLPs”). During
these times of uncertainty due to COVID-19, virtual meetings are allowed as long as all other rules are adhered to.
Kiwanis Clubs with 20 or fewer members need a minimum of two members in attendance to constitute an interclub meeting, clubs with 21-30 members need three members, and clubs with 31 or more members need at least
four members in attendance.
Visiting groups shall be composed of a minimum of two Kiwanians’ plus members of K-Kids, Builders Club, Aktion
Club, Circle K Club, and/or Key Club must be in attendance (a lieutenant governor can only be included if he/she is
a member of the participating club).
Inter-clubbing is a means of supporting Kiwanis’ fifth Object, which is, “To provide, through this club, a practical
means to formenduring friendships, to render altruistic service, and to build a better community.” This wider scope
of Kiwanis can be achieved by arranging visits between clubs in the same town, division, and district, as well as
inter-district get-togethers. I have also added, from a member, that inter-clubbing also should include the goal of
meaningful interaction and information sharing. The same four people showing up, sitting together and going
home again only to repeat week after week makes great data on the report but hardly accomplishes the intent of
inter-clubbing.
When Kiwanians visit any K-Kids, Builders Club, Aktion Club, Circle K Club or Key Club, they demonstrate an
interest in the activities of the SLPs. Kiwanians should utilize the opportunity to report back to their club about the
visit and urge other Kiwanians to inter-club, so they may learn what the young volunteers are thinking and doing
to improve their schools, campuses, and communities.
Though it is usually possible to get enough members to visit another club on an inter-club meeting, it may become
somewhat monotonous to plan such meetings month after month, simply
to earn credit for inter-club meetings.
Sometimes incentives for inter-club activities are needed for a well-rounded promotion.
These should bring about at least two results:
Greater interest through specific, meaningful plans.
More inter-clubbing with more members.
Inter-clubbing is an excellent means of following up new members’ induction training. They will begin
to see the broader scope of Kiwanis and learn of the fine work being done by K-Kids, Builders Clubs,
Aktion Clubs, Key Clubs, and Circle K Clubs, as well as the relationship between Kiwanis and its
student groups.
Current officers can gain valuable experience from such visits by observing how other clubs function. Too often,
strong clubs allow other clubs in their own division or district to fall below charter strength because of lack of
interest. By inter-clubbing, a strong club can counsel and inspire these clubs through special activities and
assistance in fund-raising projects.
Established clubs can help new clubs get the feel of Kiwanis during the first weeks of their existence by setting up
a program of inter-club meetings. Prepare an inter-club membership roster and record participation of club
members in inter-club meetings. District secretaries, lieutenant governors, and chairs of district committees know
about existing incentive and can help develop programs if none exist.
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District Key Leader Chair
Lindy S. Falconer
Kiwanis Club of Colebook, NH
Email: keyleader@newenglandkiwanis.org

Dear School Principals and Guidance Counselors:

The New England and Bermuda District of Kiwanis sponsors a program titled Key Leader. “Key Leader by
Kiwanis is a weekend leadership program for high school and graduating 8th Grade students. Our mission is to
inspire young people to achieve their personal best through service leadership. Key Leader has served more
than 33,000 students at 660 Key Leader events in 40 U.S. states, 7 Canadian provinces, Malaysia, Brazil,
Cayman Islands, The Bahamas, El Salvador and Singapore.”

Educators, like you, meet young people with promise every day. How can you help them reach their full
potential? Encourage them to attend a Key Leader event. During a weekend of workshops, campfires, and
hanging out with new friends, students learn about themselves and others. They develop a sense of selfconfidence and learn what true leadership is all about.

The five core values of Key Leader are: Personal Integrity, Respect, Personal Growth, Building Community, and
the Pursuit of Excellence. Please find basic information on the back of this letter concerning the New England
and Bermuda District of Kiwanis’ Key Leader event in October, 2021. If you would like to learn more about Key
Leader, visit https://www.key-leader.org.

Lindy S. Falconer is the Kiwanis District Chair for this year’s Key Leader event. Her contact information is
lindy@linjo.com. Please type “Key Leader” in the subject area of your email. You may also leave her a message
at 603-237-8616 and she will get back to you as soon as possible.

Thank you for considering sending students to the New England and Bermuda District of Kiwanis’ Key Leader
event.

Sincerely,
Denis Murphy, Governor of the New England and Bermuda District of Kiwanis
Official Template HERE
Please copy this letter and send it to your local schools, Guidance Counselors, Key Club
Advisors, and Principals.

Key Leader Event Information
New England and Bermuda District of Kiwanis

Summer 2021 - 17

Who May Attend?
Any student in grades 9 -12
Open to all students, students do not have to be a Key Club member to attend
We do not limit the number of students a school sends (unless the camp is at capacity).
This Year’s Event in New England:
Freedom, NH/Camp Calumet/Ossipee lake
October 15 - 17, 2021
Registration Opens at 4:00 pm on the 15th and Dinner is at 6:00 pm
*Estimated Cost is $250 per student, cost per adult is $175.00*, cost per student facilitator** is $175.00
(*We have yet to set the official cost for this year.)
*First 10 chaperones to register are free.
**A student may apply to be a facilitator if they have attended in the past; and they have an adult
recommendation.
**A Student Facilitator must be at camp by 3:30 pm (this is subject to change) on Friday.
The cost includes Dinner Friday night, Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner Saturday, and Breakfast and Lunch
Sunday and all other necessary materials (book, pens, markers, and etc.), lodging for two nights (Friday
and Saturday) the Lead Facilitator, and a low-ropes course with trained staff from the camp. Snack and
water at also provided for the participants.
Closing time this year will be 2:30 pm on Sunday.
What to expect:
Team Building Activities
Seeing friends you know and making new friends
Learning a lot about yourself
Learning a lot about Service Leadership
Having a lot of fun while learning
Low-ropes course
Lessons in the five core values of Key Leader
Personal Integrity
Respect
Personal Growth
Building Community
Pursuit of Excellence
This year there will be an addition – Virtual Meeting with Key Club District Board
How to Register:
Register at key-leader.org
Hoping to open Registration in August
Registration will close on September 17, 2021 (unless capacity is meet before this date)
All participants will receive an email with needed forms and a supply list. (Please note there is a special
place on the Medical Form giving parental permission for their child to participate in the Low Ropes Course
– this part needs to be signed by the parent. Two places need parental signature on this form.)
Students who attend all sessions will receive a certificate of completion. (A suggestion: Have your students
give a copy of their Key Leader Certificate to their Guidance Counselor. Ask to have this Certificate added
to their school records.)
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District Social Change &
Equity Chair
Karl Uzcategui
eKiwanis of New England & Bermuda
Email: ku.kiwanis@gmail.com

During the District Education Wednesday Webinar series, we were able to share with our members the
practice of a Land Acknowledgment. A copy of this can be found HERE and can be used to start a
meeting or function. For those unfamiliar with this practice, A Land Acknowledgement is a statement that
recognizes and respects Indigenous Peoples as traditional stewards of the land. To recognize the land is
an expression of gratitude and appreciation, and a way of honoring the Indigenous people who have been
living and working on these lands from a time before our own. Land acknowledgments are a traditional
custom dating back centuries for many Native communities and nations. For non-Indigenous communities
and individuals, land acknowledgments are a way of showing respect and honoring the Indigenous
Peoples of the land on which we work, live, and serve. Did you know that the name "Kiwanis" was coined
from a native expression, "Nunc Kee-wanis," which means, "We trade." To learn more about our History
please visit: HERE.

If you are new to land acknowledgments, we encourage you to look for reputable resources of
information and to learn more:
Visit http://native-land.ca to get started with identifying the Indigenous tribes and peoples of the area

in which you live and/or work on.
Search the websites of your work or of other local organizations to see if they have developed land
acknowledgments you can learn from and adapt.
Visit the websites of Indigenous nation(s) and organizations local to the area in which you live and/or
work to learn more.
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Ava Adams
Young Children Priority One (YCPO)
District Chair & International Committee
on Young Children New England and
Bermuda District Representative
email: faithava2008@yahoo.com &
ycpo@newenglandkiwanis.org

Good Day Fellow Kiwanians!

Last month I addressed the importance of swimming lessons for young children to
help prevent drowning. This month I continue to promote
DROWNING PREVENTION.

Drowning is the leading cause of unintentional injury death among children
between 1 and 4 years of age, with almost 400 cases reported in 2014, according
to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. In the US, an average of 3,500
to 4,000 people drown per year. That is an average of 10 fatal drownings per day.

Young children aren’t the only ones affected. Overall, it ranks fifth for
unintentional injury death in the United States. More than 50 percent of drowning
victims who are treated at emergency departments require extended
hospitalization or long-term care.

WHAT CAN KIWANIANS DO TO HELP?

Sponsor a Life Jacket Loaner Station.
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This program began in 1997 in Alaska to
reduce the number of drownings on boats. It
has expanded to beaches, lakes and anywhere where families and children gather near
the water. Families borrow a life jacket, use
it, and put it back when done. The station
costs approximately $1,500 unless donations
are received to re-duce the cost. Many of
these stations have lumber donated by Lowe’s
or Home Depot with private builders donating
their labor.
Some of the stations have been built by the
parks and recreation departments of the
county. West Marine gives a deep
discount
on
the
life
jackets,
costing
approximately $14 per jacket
with 20 jackets per station. They are replaced
approximately
every 7 to 9 months.

Kids life jacket are available in three sizes...infant(0-30 lb.), child (3050lb.), and youth (50-90 lb.) at $19.99 available at West Marine.
https://www.westmarine.com/stores/portland-me-84
This project is popular in Florida, especially in Collier County. To learn
more about Collier County’s life jacket loaner stations, go to:
https://watersmartcollier.com/lifejacket-loaner-program
This new project provides an excellent opportunity for your
Kiwanis Club to apply for a Kiwanis Foundation of New England
(KFNE) grant for up to $1000. This is a new and innovative project.
You can find the application at www.kfne.org. You must complete the
specific questions as indicated in the application.
I hope you agree that this is a valuable and relatively easy project to
complete. For a small investment many lives may be saved.

Summer 2021 - 21

Club Highlights

Caribou Kiwanis Club Mother's Day Basket Raffle
The year of 2020- 2021 have been a struggle for many trying to navigate the pandemic, everyone has
had their own individual struggles that have put them behind more than anyone could have expected.
The Caribou Kiwanis was also within this group, we as a chapter are very involved in the community
and love to work with each other at community events, at community service projects, and to lend a
helping hand when needed. As we weren’t able to do our best fundraiser last year which is Thursdays
on Sweden, selling food, we had to still help in our community as the COVID- 19 Pandemic made
many families and people in our community struggle with having food on hand, being able to provide
for their families after daycares and schools being shut down. This brought an abundance of people
having many needs. The Caribou Kiwanis helped as much as we could to provide funding where it was
needed in our community as we strive to make Caribou a better community. Sadly we don’t have
endless funding especially with COVID impacting fundraisers, we normally have our Mother’s day
Basket Raffle and receive donations from organizations in our community to provide people with
getting involved and supporting our local businesses. As we were living in uncertainty we were
unable to raffle off and receive items from local organizations, so we rolled our 2020 raffle into our
2021 raffle. Since then we have had support from our Key Club at Caribou High school to sell raffle
tickets as we struggled to still outreach into the community as our community is still trying to
navigate living during a pandemic. Our Key Club helped reach an all-time high for sales, and provide
our club with funds in order to help the community, reaching out to our Key and Builders club is a
main focus for our club as we want our students from Key and Builders Club to develop a passion for
community service and lending a helping hand when needed. With our younger clubs having higher
numbers we hope to branch them into Kiwanis as we want our club and community to grow.
Veronica Albert of Caribou was the winner of the basket, over $600 in gift certificates and prizes.
-Submitted by Bill Francis

Concord, NH Kiwanis
https://patch.com/new-hampshire/concordnh/kiwanis-club-makes-donation-help-futurenh-paramedics-watch
- Submitted by Ken, PLG
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Club Highlights
The Kiwanis Club of Middletown partnered with a local nonprofit Cans 4 a Cause to host the 2nd
annual Cans 4 a Cause Bottle and Can Drive to Support Warm the Children, the Kiwanis Club of
Middletown's signature service project. Last year, when we were looking for COVID safe fundraising
ideas we came upon the bottle drive and raised over $3,000. This year we increased the advertising
for the drive including handing out flyers as part of our Easter Candy Drive through March, putting
up a banner in central Middletown, articles in the monthly Middletown mailer and on Facebook. We
ended up collecting over 130,000 cans and bottles of which, 124,880 were redeemable. It took us six
tri-axle trucks (thank you to local contractor DeRita Construction for the donation) to bring the cans
and bottles from the collection site on May 15 to where they were being sorted and it took us two
and a half weeks to sort the bottles. We also organized the drive in such a way that we could get a
15% matching grant from Webster Bank as part of Birdies for Charity. In all, we raised $7,180. We
could not have done this volume of collection without the help of Cans 4 a Cause, its founder and
volunteers.
Through Warm The Children, the Kiwanis Club of Middletown purchases new winter clothing for
children in need who reside in Middletown, Cromwell, East Hampton, Durham, Middlefield, Portland,
and Haddam, CT. 100% of donations go directly to clothing purchases for youngsters referred by
local public elementary & middle schools and some of our social service agencies. Children birth
through age 15 are allotted up to $90 (children under age 4 - $70). In 2021 we served 565 children in
246 families. - Submitted by Kristin Holden
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Club Highlights

Sherry Clark, Tim McMahon, Deirdre
McMahon (Treasurer), Sue Watson
(Secretary), and Penny McHatten

Bill Francis (Lt. Governor), LaNiece
Sirois (President), Mary Beth Francis,
and Cindy Boot (Vice President)

George Watson
and Penny McHatten
(Past Presidents)

What a great Kiwanis Club of Presque Isle meeting - President LaNiece Sirois decided to have
the group play Patriot's Day trivia. There was much laughter among us trying to get the correct
answers. Bill, Mary Beth and Jeff Franklin were our guests from the Caribou Club.
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Club Highlights

Deirdre McMahon (Treasurer & Past LTG), Sue
Watson (Club Secretary and Past LTG), Tim
McMahon, and Liz Farley

George Watson and Timothy McMahon

George Watson (Past President), Liz Farley,
Tim McMahon, Deirdre McMahon (Treasurer &
Past LT Governor), Sherry Clark, Sue Watson
(Secretary & Past LT Governor), and Penny
McHatten (Past LT Governor)

Kiwanis had a great day at the Farmer's Market selling Garden Flags, window boxes, terra cotta
plant pots and of course the seedlings thanks to Deirdre & Liz for growing such healthy plants!!
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Club Highlights
Patricia assisted in the partnership with
the Bermuda Public Service Union with
deep cleaning the kitchen at the
Salvation Army North Street Citadel –
an ongoing project every two weeks.

LTG Leleath – President Lionel – VP
Gary – DPLTG Gary
Dir. Romon – Dir. Nerah Lynn – Admin.

Kiwanian Dr. Constance Smith
attending her first Kiwanis
Membership Meeting

VP Gary on District Workshop Panel on
Recruiting Millennials
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Club Highlights
Kiwanian Administrator Patricia Swan
participating in District Workshop focusing
on Kiwanis Club Literacy Projects
Kiwanis Club of Hamilton Partner with radio
personality Nikita Robinson
And Members read to Nursery and PreSchools And Kiwanis Club of St. George’s
partner with the East End Primary School and
the St. George’s Preparatory School

The Swans donated to the Children’s Fund
President Lionel and Kiwanian Administrator
Patricia on display at the Kiwanis
International Convention – Salt Lake City –
with Geana Delisle NEBD Governor Denis
Murphy, KI Trustee/ki VP Candidate George
Delisle and Will Bradford

Millennials Vice President Gary Pitt &
Kiwanian Patrice Swan Delivering Easter
Goody Baskets to the Children At Teen
Haven

Kiwanis Club of
Hamilton’s Signature Project
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Danbury Key Club Hits Half Century Mark
Written By: Robert Tomaino
Kiwanis Club of Greater Danbury

The Danbury High School Key Club marked its 50th anniversary in 2020. The
organization recognized this major milestone despite the pandemic caused by the
COVID-19

virus.

Now

that

2020

has

come

to

a

close,

it

is

appropriate

to

acknowledge the long-time contributions of these students to both the high school
and broader communities.
Key Club is an organization that started in Sacramento, California is 1925. It is the
oldest and largest student service program in the world. These student-led, high
school organizations are associated with Kiwanis International. The Key Clubs teach
“community, service and leadership skills to young people” throughout the United
States and internationally as well. The Danbury High School Key Club is sponsored
by the Kiwanis Club of Greater Danbury.
The Danbury Key Club was founded in 1970 in the era of disco, the Vietnam war,
and political turmoil. Communication options were limited and less effective than
what is offered today. The revolutionary changes marked by the development of the
internet and cell phones were still many, many years away. The Danbury Key Club
started during a time when simply getting together and spreading the word about
the organization was a challenge.
“The newsletter was our main form of communication,” said Michael McLachlan who
was a member of the club during the late 70s and served as Governor of the New
England Distinct of Key Club in his senior year.
In those early years, the members of the various clubs communicated through a
newsletter.

The

newsletter

was

the

vital

communication

component

of

the

organization. The members wrote and printed the newsletter themselves and mailed
it out to the membership. Communication among the members of the Danbury Key
Club and the other surrounding Key Club organizations was a major hurdle.
McLachlan

recalled

the

various

meetings

that

would

collaboration and allow groups to work together effectively.

be

planned

to

enable
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“Originally, the Danbury Key Club was focused on school and community service, but
mainly school service,” said McLachlan.
The Danbury Key Club has evolved and changed from those early days, becoming as
focused on community service as school service. However, the most significant
change for the Club occurred during the 70s – the admittance of girls. Originally,
Key Clubs only accepted boys. Girls formed their own groups and called themselves
“keyettes.” Eventually, the two groups merged.
The current Danbury Key Club is one of the most productive and active in all of New
England. They undertake numerous projects each year, including working at the
Kiwanis Giving Garden, which grows vegetables for food pantries; supporting Camp
Sunshine, which supports children with life-threatening illnesses; raising money to
help get clean water to areas and communities that do not have access to it; and
actively supporting the Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals. Some members are
also involved with the Danbury Grassroots Academy, supplying tutoring and peerto-peer mentorship to other students.
One of the most impressive achievements of the Danbury Key Club may be how well
the officers and members handled the unforeseen and unique challenge posed by the
pandemic. Despite lockdowns and the interruption of normal routine, the students
thrived.
“It was miraculous to watch the team adapt to adversity,” said Carol Glintenkamp,
LCSW, who has severed as faculty advisor for the Danbury Key Club for about six
years. “I am consistently impressed and amazed at how well they do.”
Glintenkamp explained that the Danbury Key Club immediately turned to online
platforms to maintain strong programing and fundraising initiatives. The club tried
new endeavors and found methods that worked for them. Although they could not
get together in person in the same way, they found other ways to ensure everyone
was able to contribute. One creative example was holding their annual secret Santa
celebration in the high school parking lot, complete with proper social distancing
and masks. One snowy cold day they also did a food drive in the same parking lot.
“They’re all comfortable with newer technologies,” said Glintenkamp. The members
of the Key Club quickly adapted to numerous Zoom meetings, even conducting an
interview with the Danbury mayor over Zoom.
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When the pandemic limitations were eased, the Danbury Key Club got to work
putting together a mural to celebrate its 50th year in the front hallway of the high
school. They also took a small, overgrown outside area that connects two different
parts of the building, and cleaned up the space, creating a garden that offers a tiny
oasis of beauty and tranquility in the school.
Students who have joined the Danbury Key Club talked about the early days of high
school when they were overwhelmed by the larger school and seeking a place to fit
in, learn, and grow. Many students are seeking belonging and Key Club offered them
a way to come together and accomplish great things; much more than they would
accomplish individually. Key Clubs teach students how to be effective leaders,
support people and groups, develop, and maintain structure within an organization,
and function cohesively as a team.
Robert “Bob” Budnik, a Past Lieutenant Governor from the Kiwanis Club of Greater
Danbury who serves as liaison to the Danbury Key Club, explained that it is about
opportunity and encouragement. Budnik said, “kids are gun-shy because they are
hardly given the opportunities to lead, speak in front of people, etc.”
Aleena Jacob, the outgoing president of the Danbury High School Key Club (as well
as the division 19 lieutenant governor of the New England and Bermuda District),
noted that among the many benefits of her experience was learning how to network
confidently and effectively. “I was not confident at networking,” said Jacob. As
president and lieutenant governor, she dealt with individuals of all ages and
backgrounds. She managed several other key clubs in the Greater Danbury area, held
numerous meetings with other executives, committees and students, participated
directly in several projects, and still found time to create a new Key Club at her old
school.
“Delegate tasks” was a vital piece of advice that Jacob imparted. “It makes other
people know they are contributing.”
One of the great aspects of the Danbury Key Club is its foresight. “They train
underclassmen to be officers,” said McLachlan. “They have a succession plan.” The
dedication to having juniors/seniors help and teach the younger members bodes well
for the Danbury Key Club’s next 50 years.
“Once you establish a culture, young people come in and want to continue this,” said
Budnik. “We’re proud of these kids.”
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Dexter Sunrise Kiwanis
Submitted By Marcy King
Dexter Sunrise Kiwanis is pleased to report that after a very long arduous winter, we are finally
meeting in person again. While we maintained regular meetings, we did it using a hybrid model
until early May. Early this Spring we conducted a flower sale fundraiser and built and installed
coin

collection

pipes

in

six

local

businesses

for

the

summer

tourist

season.

We

also

acknowledged our 13 graduating senior Key Club members with congratulatory lawn signs,
much to their surprise!
This Spring we were also awarded a Kiwanis Children’s Fund grant for the expansion of our
existing reading program. The program will put books into the hands of school children in our
community in grades kindergarten through fourth grade. We will conduct up to four book fairs
throughout the year where children and their families can come and choose an age appropriate
book. Additionally, we will have four “Little Library” stations strategically placed within the
community where young readers can exchange a book for a new one. And lastly, we will conduct
Facebook live readings for the children by some local “celebrities” such as police officers,
firefighters, school principals, etc. so they can follow along or just listen to a story at their
convenience.
Our summer months are looking very busy this year, a very nice change from last summer, I
think we all would agree. We have our largest Cruise-In event ever, planned for August 7th at
Ridge View Community School with live music, food vendors, and unique custom trophies for
the best in class.
Doughboy sales during community events and festivals historically have been a successful
fundraiser for our club and we look forward to more than six venues planned for the upcoming
summer months as festivals and celebrations begin to resume.
Two years ago our community hosted approximately 400 teenagers for a summer work camp and
we are excited to have another group of kids coming this summer, albeit a much smaller group
of approximately 100 kids and counselors. Our club is tasked with providing lunch and an
afternoon of fun outdoor activities during one day of their stay. We look forward to serving
these youth, coming from all over the country to work on improving our community.
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Where’s the Fair | Concord Kiwanis
Submitted By Ken Georgevtis, Past President
Spring has sprung, the days are getting longer, the days are getting warmer. It’s mid May and
after last year’s challenges, some semblance of normalcy is returning to Concord.But something
is missing, something that has been taking place in good times and bad for more than 60
years:The Kiwanis Fair. Where’s the Fair ?
The quick answer is: out of an abundance of caution, The Kiwanis Club of Concord has decided
to cancel the fair ( as we did last year ) for this year. Many indicators suggest the worst of the
pandemic is behind us, but not that far behind.

We, as a club, felt it was in the publics best

interest to stand down for one more year.
The Kiwanis Spring Fair ( formerly the Kiwanis Trade Fair ) has been held at the Everett arena
for the last 35 plus years, and before that at the Concord Airport or New Hampshire Highway
Hotel.

It is designed to be a fun, family oriented, cost effective event to raise funds for the

many service projects Kiwanis supports. Kiwanis never charged an admission and never even
charged for parking. It always has been manned by an all volunteer force ( except obviously for
the operation of equipment).
Kiwanis is a non-partisan, non-denominational group of men AND women whose mission is to
build better communities and a better planet one child at a time. Young children, priority one.
It is simply that simple.

Locally, Kiwanis has supported everything from sponsoring Little

League and Babe Ruth teams, to providing college scholarships. to providing funding for the
Capital Region Food Program ( founded by former Kiwanian Mark Manus ) to providing funding
for NHTI’s Parametric program that focuses specifically on Pediatric Trauma training, to
providing funding to the first emergency helipad at Concord Hospital as well as many other
diverse projects. Kiwanis International, founded in 1915 in Detroit has tackled global issues
such as eliminating neo-natal tetanus.

Again, Young Children priority one, the world over.

Concord Kiwanis has been serving locally since 1924.

While we, as well as many service

organizations, have seen our operations curtailed, we’re still in the game. Funding is good but
it’s not everything. Kiwanians volunteer their time as well for everything from adopting a
highway spot, to ringing Salvation Army Bells at Christmas to manning the phones at the Boy’s
and Girl’s Club Auction.
While 2020 and 2021 didn’t see a Kiwanis Fair at the arena, our plans are to continue to be
engaged in the community as appropriate and to bring the Fair ( and our Car Show ) back
bigger and better than ever in 2022 ! If you would like to know more, and perhaps get involved
yourself, please visit us at www.concordkiwanis.org.
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Kiwanis Club of Newport
Newport, RI
Submitted By Jim Roehm, President 2020-22

What do these subjects have in common: The Newport-Pell Bridge, Saudi Arabia, big
fires, Pearl Harbor, Teaching kids to golf, History of the Middle Passage, and Alpacas?
If you said “these were all program speaker topics at my Kiwanis Club,” you would be
correct!
Years ago in another state, when I first joined a great Kiwanis Club, I had a demanding
job and felt a bit guilty taking time away from work in the middle of the day. So I said
to myself “OK, Kiwanis, make it worth my time to attend this meeting.” But darned if
every single meeting presented another terrific program speaker on a range of topics
that benefited me, my work, or my life in the community. These speakers were just one
of 100s of reasons why Kiwanis has been such a positive influence in my life.
Taking a closer look at the above programs – it was a new member to our club that
asked her friend, a retired United Nations staff member, to speak about “Saudi Arabia:
The Last Absolute Monarchy.” A call to the local Fire Chief resulted in his presentation
– with slides – on the biggest fires in Newport. The Pearl Harbor speaker came from a
request to the Naval War College. The Boys & Girls Club of Newport spoke about a new
goal of teaching kids to play golf. One of our board members is active with the Middle
Passage history project and asked the board chair to talk about it during Black History
Month. My wife and I visit farmer’s markets and I struck up a conversation with a real
Rhode Island alpaca farmer and he gave a fascinating presentation on these amazing
animals.
Where to find speakers and topics? Some of the best speaker ideas often come from the
local newspaper, from your library, a worthy social agency, from interest groups,
teachers,

musicians,

your

community

college,

a

government

official

(when

not

campaigning) or simply use your innate curiosity “what would I like to learn more
about?” then finding someone who can talk about it. Don’t forget your Kiwanis Lt.
governor or a district chair as another speaker option for your club.
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Proper manners are essential to having your speaker enjoy talking to your club – either
in person or by Zoom. You’ll want to let the speaker know the size of your anticipated
attendance, that 20-30 minute remarks are best, ask if the speaker wants to take
questions (virtually as will), and if they have any audio-visual needs (then do your best
to meet them). They are a guest of your club so always cover the meal cost. A trusted
member should do a good introduction of the speaker, touching on hometown,
education, background, qualifications, and – very important – why this topic is of
benefit to you, the listener. I once saw a Kiwanis Club that had an appointed
responder, a member who would take notes and then summarize the speaker’s main
points (a nice compliment). You’ll also want to present a small token of appreciation
and the store at Kiwanis.org is a good place to shop or just present a local gift
certificate. Finally, a thank you letter (not an email) from the president or program
chair is the icing on the cake (program speakers have been known to become Kiwanis
members).
Good program speakers, on a variety of interesting topics, introduce people and ideas
that your members may not meet or know otherwise. Good programs keep your
meetings from getting in a rut and showcases your club to people that ought to know
about your Kiwanis Club. One of our Kiwanis Objects is to foster “a more serviceable
citizenship” and thoughtful programs help to address that need.
It’s my hope you will examine your own club’s speakers and that you’ll start to do this
if you don’t already. Education is yet another benefit of your Kiwanis membership!
Presentation tip: our club has been meeting via Zoom teleconference and one of our
speakers on the topic of personal growth spoke while visiting his family in Oakland,
California. Last month I attended a friend’s west coast Kiwanis meeting via Zoom and
their speaker explained an experimental package on the recent Mars lander. My point is
that Zoom teleconferences can dramatically expand your options when inviting great
speakers and topics.
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Laconia Kiwanis
LACONIA, N.H
Submitted By Bill Gile
Laconia Bike Week is an iconic event for Laconia, the Lakes Region and much of central NH.
Last year, Bike Week was delayed until August and scaled way back. Now in 2021, Bike Week is
back in a big way! The Laconia Daily Sun described the week as “hectic but mellow”. Laconia
Kiwanis Club has sold water and soda at the same location on the boardwalk for many years.
The location is perfect for our “Hydration Station”. We are able to charge $1 for water and a
variety of donated soda products. This price is possible thanks to the generous support of
Shaw’s, who donates 20% of the water and charges us a discounted rate for the remaining
cases of water we purchase. Our low cost for soda products is due to the many donations of
soda from members and friends of the club. Many customers appreciated the fair price we
charged and helped us in getting many repeat customers and generous tips of thanks.
Close to 20 Kiwanis members, friends and family members volunteered to work at the
“Hydration Station” during eight days of Bike Week. That’s over 100 + volunteer hours
including setup and tear down of the station. Thanks to all of the help and support from our
club, friends and members of Hooksett Kiwanis, we raised close to $4500!!
All the proceeds go to children and youth programs in Laconia, the Lakes Region and beyond. It
helps fund “Kiwanis Kares” (Kiwanis and Reading Equals Success) - a partnership with the
Laconia Schools. It also helps us support programs such as Belknap Mill’s “Kids in the Park”
summer program, Lakes Region Scholarship fund and the Laconia High School Key Club to name
just a few.
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Message From the Editor

Greetings Member of the Kiwanis Family,
Thank you for taking the time to read this season's district publication. The
next call for articles will be in September. An email will be sent out to your
Lt. Governor and posted on our district Facebook Group. Links can be found
by clicking the images on the cover page of this publication to access our
social media channels. Articles are accepted on a rolling basis so please do
not hesitate to email me your submission at any point during the year. If
you do something during a specific season that you would like to have
featured next year [ex: Kiwanis Holiday Fair in the Winter] and want it
highlighted at a later date please email it over and I will keep it on file.
If you or someone you know requires help with creating a publication,
newsletter, blog, or social media post please reach out.
Yours in Service,
Karl Uzcategui, M.S.
District Editor | Yankiwanian@newenglandkiwanis.org

Editorial submissions are copyright © by the New England and Bermuda District of
Kiwanis. All rights reserved.
The contents of this publication may not be reproduced in whole or in part without the
express written consent of the New England and Bermuda District or the owner(s) of the
provided material(s). All submissions are subject to review and edits by the
District Governor or District Editor.

